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3 H2Q.3Gi. To che Reverend'), - 11917 
M* JOSEPH! HARRISON, 
___- Mmisrrkx of Cirenceſter. 3 OK 
SIR, 
Have read your Addrels to the Df 
RW enters of your Pariſh, with the very 
4 idle and trifling Anſwer thereto, 
and your Reply to that Anſwer; and ad- 
viſe you to publith the wh/z, unleſs you 
can be content (as I know .you.cannot) 
to take ſo nuichgood pains to little pur- 
poſe... Your Azareſs is a very. Commen=- 
dableTnſtanceof Your Hearty Concern 
conſcientiouf] y.to.4 !ſcharge that Great 
Traſt whichis.committed to you; and 
your Defence thereof is as g00d a Proof 


of your being no leſs able than deſirous 
to ao 


the Office of a Paſtor, even towards 
thoſe who refuſe to 2wz you as ſuch. 

I wiſh the mf? Sincere inthe ſeveral Szzs 
which haverenouncd Communion with 
us, could but think it p;Jr//z that they may 
be inan Error, and thereupon be perſwa- 


ded to read, with any Impartiality, what. 
is written aza:nſt, as well as for, their Sepa- 


A 2 ration : 


To Mr. Joſeph Harriſon. 
ration : Iſhouldnot then doubt, but this 
Deplerable Schiſm would wear off apace, a- 
mong thoſe who make not a Trade of it, 
and are not Wolves n Sheeps Clothing ; ſince 
I am moſt certain, that the Errors of Po- 
pery are not more plainly detected and 
exposd, than have the Principles of our 
Proteſtant Separatiſts beenabundantly con- 
futed, and the great Vanity of their Pre- 
tences demonſtrated, to all-that are ca- 
pable of Seeing with their own Eyes. 

That GO D would Bleſs this very good 
Endeavour of Yours, tothe Reducing of 
ſuch to His Church as are gone aſtray, 
and the more Confirming thoſe, who 
have hitherto been kept by his Grace in 
the Communion thereof: And, that He 
would crown a/ yourLabours with hap-* 
py Succeſs, and makeyou as inſtrumen- 
tal tothe Reforming of the Lzzesof your 
People, as the Reclifying of their Fu - 
ments, is the molt Hearty and. Humble 
Prayer of, 18. 

Your very loving Friend and Brother, 


Evow. GLoucesres. 


To My Well-beloved | 
Friends and Pari{hioners) 


Who do not frequent the 
Communion of the Church. 


Ho it has pleaſed God to take away him whom your 
Selves had Appointed and Setled bere, as a Diſtinft 

' andPeculiar Teacher of your own, yet Tmuſt tell you, 

that this Pariſh is not yet (thro' God's Bleſſing) deprived of a 


Miniſter, who: will be ready, to the utmoſt of his Power, to. 


ſerve every Member thereof in the great and concerning In- 
tereſt of their Souls. | 5 
[t is I my Self, who. am here placed according to the Laws 


of God, and'by the Laws of the Land, and I do now offer 


my Self (before you make Choiſe of any-other) to Miniſter bes 
fore God, and for You, in all the Offices-of. Religion, according 


to the Order and Conſtitution. of that Primitive and Apoſtolical 


Church Eſtabliſh:d among Us, to which T am infeparably tied 


by my Reaſon and Conſcience, and in all manner of Sacred and' 


Solemn Obligations. 


' This Charch, my Brethen, is the Church you ought to. Hold 
Communion with, Our Pariſh:( hurch is the place where you ought 
to Serve and Worſhip God; #1nd I (how unworthy foever) am 


che only Perſon. whoſe proper Buſineſs it is to Perform any Mis 
niſterial Office in this Pariſh, and azainſt whoſe either Life or 


DoFrine, T hope, no juſt Exception can b2 made; 


T do therefore miſt paſſionately Exhort, and earneſtly Beſeech 


3ou all, in the Bowzls of Jeſus (hriſt, that you will, as you tens 


der the Peace of Church and State, and the Welfare of your own. 


Souls, ftedfaſtly 4dhere to the C:mmunion thereof, 
If. 


To my Friends and Pariſhioners. 

Tf your Separation 4s grounded upon rea! Scruples of Conſcis 
ence, you ſhould certainly Endea Your to have them an{wered 
and Remo ved; and I ſhall be very ready, and T truſt in God; 
able to give full Satisfattin to. any One'that ſhall defire it 
of Me. 
( But if the Reaſon of any One's diſſenting from Us be only 
Humour or Prejudice, he cau. never think that either of them 
will bear him, out at the Great Day, for Keeping %p a Schilm 
in the Church of God, and Reis and NEUE! the Body of - 
Chr : 

"3 ore. you Reſolve to carry On the Ap, I Entreat 
Tou, far your own Soul's ſake ( for whoſe everlaſting Happineſs 
I have: a tender Regard ) to Conſider well the Grounds and Rea« 
Jong upon which you doit, for Schiim is not certamly ſo flight a 
Matter, and ſo ſmall a Grime, as ſome People thinkit to be, 

Aud if nothing will di wade you-from Maintaining, the Divi 

zons among us by bringwg it another Preacher, © 1 hope y1 

/a take Cre that he bed fo of PrudSice and Temper, One 
that will ſtritly Confme Him/lf within the Bounds and Limits 
of the A&F of Toleration, and whowill + be very: cautious of 
doing any thing that will give Diſturbance in a Pariſh, which is 
at preſent in a very peaceable and quiet ſtate, notwithſtanding 
the Differaices among Us as to. ſome matters of Religious Cons 
cern; as towbich alſo. | moſt humbly Beſeech God, in'his due 
tim-, to Unite Us. 


b I am 
' Your Aﬀeionate Paſtor, and 


Sincere Lover of your Souls, 


JOSEPH-HARRISO N 


Cr) 

THE. 

Miniſters Reply to the Diſſenters Anſwer. 

to the foregoing Invitation of them into the 
Communion yf ih Church. 


PVott Dearly Beloved in Chzit ; 


Cannot expreſs howy much 1 am concern'd, that the PAPER 
which I ſent among you upon fo Chriſtian: an Errand,. and the 
eſlage it contain'd, expreſſed in ſo inoffenſive and obliging a - 
manner, and writ with that Sincerity and Purity of .[ntention, as 
if I had been immediately to have Anſwered for it at the dread: 
ful Tribunal of Heaven: 1 cannot I ſay, expreſs my Concern, thar- 
ſuch.a Paper.as.this ſhould, be ſo far from having any good Effect up- 
on thoſe it was ſent to, as to exaſperate_them agaialt it, its Author, 
and the Church, into whoſe 'Communion its buſineſs was to invite them, 
to ſo high a degree; that when / laboured for Peace, and [pake unto them 
thereof, they made themſelves ready for Battle. wt 

As for the Refle&tions and uncharitable Cenſures which have been 
made upon me, either upon the Account of this, or any other Matter, 
I do moſt heartily forgive them, and humbly beſeech God to do ſotoo 
and alſo to ſupport me with Courage and Patience under all the Op- 
| poſition and Contempt which 1 have already, and mult expe to meet 
with, even in the Diſcharge of my Duty : And this is all the Return [ 
ſhall make to them. | 
Burt foraſmuch as my kind Invitation to you is Anſwered, not by 
an bumble and modeſt Excuſe of your ſelves, but by a Paper which is [tuffed 
with falſe Accuſations of our Church, and uncharitable Cenſures of thoſe 
in Her Communion, I think it will become” me to endeavour, not only 
your Conviction, .by ſhewing. you how ill a Defence you have made, and 
how weak-thoſe Arguments are, which-are here brought in Defence of 
your Separation from us; but"alfo to Vindicate our Church from the 
ill-grounded Ebarges there layd-againit Her of /dolatry, Fulziſmn, Po- 
pery, Schiſm, Valawful Impoſitions, Superſtitions, and Traditions, 

Heavy Charges theſe are, and yet they 'are all either expreſſ:d, or 
clearly implyed in this Paper, and the Sentence of Damnation paſſed up- 
on .us into the 'Bargain. I ſhall not ſtand to Examine into the Charity 
of the Man that writ it, but into the Arguments he produces to prove 
all theſe things ; and if they. do. appear to- have no ſolid Foundation, 
but on the contrary, -to-be weak and fallacious, or rather no Argu- 
menits at al}, you muſt either Renounce the Separation, and come to 

| B _ Ciiurch, 


(2) 
Church, or bring better Reaſons for your Refuſal ſo to do; which 1 
believe your Cauſe will not adinit of, or that however none of you can 
do it. | | y-" 
I am not much concerned to know who my 4-/werer is,only I ſhall ſay, 
that if he had thought fit to have iſent his P-per-to me alone, 'with his 
Name ſubſcribed to it, I ſhould have contented my ſelf, that the Mat- 
ters in Controverſie ſhould have been amicably debated ,cither in private 
Letters, or in private Converſation, betwixt him and me alone. But 
ſince he has ſent ir abroad, and put it into your hands, to harden 
you in your Separation, and widen the Breach between" ns, I cannot 
think that I have diſcharged my Duty towards youz-till 1 have ſhewed 
you the weakneſs of thoſe Arguments, by which, thoſe" that call them- 
ſelves the Avthorized Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, purſue thoſe Unchriſtian 
Ends. | . 
Whether the 4»/wer I have returned be ſufficient, muſt leave to you 
Judgments to determine, but that-you may better apprehend the Force 
of what is ſaid on both fides, I have faithfully tranſcribed the Anſwer to 
my Paper, according to the Copy T met 'y ith, and replyed'to it Para- 
graph by Paragraph. SOT ES OR OTSE 
Read beth theg without Prejudice, and God Almighty enable you to 
Fadge righteous Judgment, and give you Grace ſincerely to At according 
thereto. - W311 apes wn 5, Gs 


AN'S WER. 


Sir, 1 have lately. received @ Paper, with your Name ſubſcribed to it, 
which makes me think that it is of your own inaiting;, aud were ll'in it ac- 
cording 20 the Rue we onght t0 wall. by, the Word of Gods 1 ſhould have been 
filent without making any "Reply againſt. it 5 but when you tell us our Pariſh 
zs not through God®s Bleſſing deprived of a Miniſter, who will be ready to the 
ut moſt of b1s power, to ſerve every Member thereof, 11 the great and concern=. 
ing Intereft of their Souls ** For iy part, 1 ſhould moſt reafily accepr of your 
Offer, were you but duly qualifyed-for fo great a Work, We 


# | £8 -@ 


-S * 4 


1 ſhonld_not have known what he meant 
it to be of my own inditing, had-F notcheard. that ſome of the Parry 
queſtioned it, -and endeavonred to blaft the ſucceſs of it, by denying me 
the Reputation of compoling a few Lines, ſoeiſie for-any body to have 
done; and wherein th nyc #7" ye os > 15 the honeſty of the 
deſign, and that ir_is better Engliſh than the 4:/wer'to it. + But what if 
in conſideration of the great Abilities of the Perſons I ſens it to, and the 
ſevere Examination, I might juſtly preſume it would fall under, by the 
Learned Ambaſſadors, 1 had called in the Aſſiſtance of my Brethren, what 
Fault 


his telling me; he believes. 


NEAT a SEE 2 


=, 
Fault had I been guilty of? .Or, What "um Ground of Exception was 
That againſt the Matter of 'it ? And fuppoſe a Number of us ſhould 
be in Conſult for :wo onths together, how to Reply to their Anſwer to 
a: poor Paper that was (as it eaſily might be) drawn up, tranſcribed 
into ſeveral Copies, and diſperſed abroad in twa or three days time Fy 
could thoſe quick Gentlemen handſomely find fault with us ? Or would 
this be any thing to the Merits of the Cauſes? No, this could not be; 
for he himſelf ſays, That if all in my Paper were according to the Word 
of God, be would bave made 9 Reply. But then he ſhould not bave &eply- 
ed, without ſhewing wherein *cwas contrary; which he has not directiy 
offered at, as to.any. one Line thereof. _ Nor ſhould he, or any of the 
Party reje&t the Offer of my Service, upon the account of my being Vz- 
qualzficd, without ſhewing wherein it is that I am ſo. If he mean Per/0- 
nal Deatifemioms [ will only ſay with St. Panl, Who ts ſufficient for theſe 


things ?  But-be-my Defects never ſo great,. yet if I am ready, to the 


utmoſt of my power, to promote the Salvation of every Soul in my Pa- 
riſh,. 1 doubt not but to come off well at the Laſt Day, and that (whe- 
ther:you will. ar.no.). God will graciouſly accept my. frcere, though weak 
Endeavaurs. xtc 
© Pariſh-be'tolerable,: tho? weak and cold, if you cannot remove your 
< dwelling, then publick Order,-and your.Souls Edification muſt both be 
© joyned as well as you can. © $6. dr | 


1 confe(s Fon "ep us you are placed:bere ascording to the Laws of God, and 


that your C the Primitive Apoſtolical Church, but 1 am well-ſatisficd, 
thas you are n0t able by Scripture to prove either of your Afſertions. 


REPLY. 


TE TH % 


eſteem it a ſufficient Proof, ( equiyalent to.an expreſs Text of Scripture) 


that I'am. placed here according to the Laps of God; becauſe I was Or- 
daine: -placed here by thole, with whom Chriſt bath left the Power John 2c. 21 


mitive and Apoffolical, becauſe its Faith, Worſhip, Government and Diſ- 
eipline are ſuch; . | | 


B 2 A N- 


ut Mr. Baxter tells you, < That if the Miniſter of the Poor Man's 


to ſend forth-Labourers into his Vineyard ;-and that our Church is Pri. Tit 1+ 5+ 


(-4 > 
ANSWER. 
1 to your being inſeparably tyed by Reaſon and Conſcience, and all mans 


ner of ſacred and ſalemn Oblig ations, Sir 1 am beartily ſorry for fon 
rut a it as your great Unhappineſs that you are fo confine v4 [yon 


REPLY. 


If this Perſon had any real occaſion to be ſorry for me upon this ſcore, 
[ ſhould beartily thank him for his Pity ; but undoubtedly it is the great 
Duty, and the great Happineſs of every Man, ſincerely to follow the 
DiCtates of his Reaſon and Conſcience, and ſtritly to keep the ſacred,and 
folemn Obligations he lyes under. | | 


ANSWER. 


w 


lover you tell us this Church is the Chutch weonght to bold Communion - 


with, and our Pariſh Church the Plate we ought to ſerve andworſhip God bn, 
and that you, bow unworthy ſoever, are the Perſon whoſe proper buſineſs it is 
ro perform any Miniſterial Office in this Pariſh, this Doetrine 1 doubt not but 
will take with the Church of Rome; For they will tell you, that their Church 
is the Church you ought to bold Communion with, and the Pariſh Church, the 
place you 07 ht to ſerve and worſhip God in, and will give as good Proofs for 
what they afſert as.you have iu your Paper. - SP 


AREPLY..-,- 4, 


F wiſh with allmy heart that this Dofrine would take- with thoſe: of 
the Church of Rome in this Kiogdom ; but if he means that, Papif#'s my" 
urge the ſame thing to invite Proteſtants into_ their, Communion,” I 
woeld fain azk this Man, whether he doey in his Conſcience think, that 
they may do it, upon as good Gronnds and Reaſons as wedo? Forthat's 
the Queſtion, and not- whether they can give--as Good Proofs as any I' 
have in My Paper; for-as there was not room, ſo neither was it the Buft- 
neſs and Deſign thereof to-give Proofs. To thoſe who wanted them, and- 
deſired them of me, Voffered to give. the beſt Satisfaction T was able, 


ANSWER: 
Sir, As toyrur Life and Difrine-againſt which ou hope mo juſt E: £ tron: 


_ 


_ 


can be made, it is beſt known to, Goa and your Conſcience how you have lived, 
und what Doftrine you havepreached and believed : Only+1 ſhall ſay this that- 


if y:u- can-make it appear you bavelived: and preached according to. the es 


© IT TERRI s: 


(5) 
Chriſt hath ſet uz, you may. expett Peace and Comfort at the left day, but til 
then you may never expett usto embrace the Exhortation, altho* we tendey the 
Peace of Chnrch and State and the eternal Happyneſs of our. awn Souls above. 
all earthly things, and do hope through Grace ſftedfaftly 16 hold Communias 
with that Church whereof Feſus Chrif is the Head, againft which the Gates 
of Hell ſhall never prevail. on, * p- 


- 


REP: LY... 


It is a ſtrange way to put me. upon the Proof that: my. Life and. 
Dottrine hath been according to the - Rule Chriſt hath, ſet us. He ſhould 
rather have asked thoſe that: have heard and. corverſed with'me. If 
be, or any of thoſe whoſe Cauſt he eſpouſes, have. any ObjeCtion againſt 
either, let them, in the Name of God, ſpeak and ſpare not; let them 
be as #nquiſitive as they are deſirons to find Faults. 1 fear not the utmoſt 
- Effort of their Malice : But do thou, © God, be merciful ro me a Sinner + 
all 


i. Pooy Max's 
arch . ; . - Family- Book, . 
.Church,. and -the Univerſal Communion ,, 233, {s 


nformiſts, as. it can and has been proved, have own'd Caſe of Ley+ 
$ | -=44y Communicas 


(6s) 
that her Worſhip, for Matter and Subſtance, is good, and for Edificati- 
on; that her Miniſtry is true, and the ſame for Subſtance which Chriſt 
hath eſtabliſh'd.' Nay, they have not only own'd the Church of England 
to be a true Church, but have looked upon it as the moſt 'yaluable in the 
Werld, both as to the Church it ſelf, and as to the Miniſtry of it : And 
1 dare be confident, that there is not an honeſt true Presbytetian in E-- 
gland, but will ſay (if he will be ingenuous) that the Church of England 
(by-which 1 alwaies mean that Eſtabliſh*d Church from whoſe Commu- 
nion you ſeparate).is a true ember of Chriſt*s Body, ard that *'briſt holds 
Communion with her. Now (as the Presbyterians of 01d asked their Bre- 


Friendly Deb- thren of the Separation, ſo ask I you) *If webe a Churchof Chriſt, and 
part [.P- 165 © Chriſt hold Communion with us, why do you ſeparate:from vs ?-If we 


© be the Body: of Chriſt, do not they that ſeparate from the Body ſe- 
© parate from the Head alſo ? G | 


ANSWER. 


Sir, give-me leave to-tell you our Separation is grownded upon real Scruples 
of Conſerence, "and there 11 but one way 1 know tio Anſwer them, and that 
is, to take away the Canſe of them ; for 1.can- afſnre you, that it is neither 
Humor nor Prejudice that is the Cauſe of our Diſſenting. E 


REPLY. 


If you have not endeavour'd all you can to have your Scruples ſatis- 
fed and+removed, you do thereby ſhew your ſelves to be glad of them, 
and that therefore Hxmor and Prejudice have the greate == in. your 
Separation. But if after your beſt Endeavours for SatisfaQtion.in thoſe 
matters which make you withdraw from our Communion, you.cannot 
obtain it 3 your Caſe is the more pitiable, and the more excuſable, and 
I am by no means concerned at the Liberty which is indulg'd-you. But 
to Anſwer your Scruples at fo dear a rate, as'the taking away our. Zitur- 
£y, and the aboliſhing of Epi/copacy, (which -you-do more+than intimate 
is the Can/c of them) is what, I hope, our Governours will -never:con- 
ſent to;; for (make what uſe of it J un pleaſe) I do think. them more 
valuable than your Company at Church, as'earneſtly as I do deſfire-it. 


ANSWER. 


But if you would know, will tell you, 4r*s the Liturgy, or Service-bock, 
in which you impoſe ſuch rhings on as, in orger to Churh:Capimunion, as the 
Word of God bath not 'required, but on rhe contrary forbidden, Prov. 30: 6. 
Add thou not unto his words, leſt he reprove thee, and thou: be found 
aLyar. Dur, 4. 2. Ye ſhall not add unto the Word, command you ; 

- NEI® 


1 AS ot 


rn EROS ET, 


<E9) 
neither ſhall yediminiſh ought from it. What 654 yr eben ſay for your - 
felves,, when'God'ftlt ſay uno you, "Who: hath required” theſe things nt 
your Hands? Sure 1 am, to do more 5n the Service of God than He hath: rg- 
guired, will but: Undous-,, therefore:the Wiſe Man exborts, Be not righte- 
ous overmuch, why ſhculdſt thou deſtroy thy ſelf ? Kemember Corah; 
Dathan;'and Abiram, \ an her Company, who for: doing what was not re- 
quired, ' were all conſumed, the Earth! opened her Mouth, and ſwallowed © 


them up. 
REPLY. 


Now he ſpeaks ont. And tho? the: things you mainly ſcruple at, 
ſach as the Croſs and Surplice, are mote properly Inſtances of Obe- 
dienceto Human Authority than Terms of Church-Communion, which 
may be held by a Lay-Perſon, in the more conſtant Services of Prayers 
and, Preaching, without joyning in thoſe things he diflikes; yet if it be 
true, that the things impoſed in our Liturgy are forbidden by God, then 
I -own, that'the fault of the Schiſm- lies in us, and that you have very 
good reaſon for-your DEDURE from us. And if- this: Aſertion were 

at. as well proved, as *cis confidently afſerted, I would never againread 
the Service-book.: Bat if you think me duly qualified for ſo-great.a Works 
will Preach to, and Pray for you in the Afaulr-honſe ; tho'I have hither» 
to moſt affc&:onately loved the Habitation of God®s Houſe, and the Place 
where his Honour dwells, and'was alwaies glad when they ſaid unto me, 
We will go into the Houſe of the Lord; Let us therefore -well examine 
the Proofs he produces for an Afﬀertion deliver*d with ſo much Confi> 
dence; to ſay no worſe of it. ml wo? | 

He alledges two Texts of Scripture: which are uſeleſs and imperti-. 
nent, till it be proved, that we make real Additions to the Word of 
God. Thoſe he mentions in the P/alms ſhall be confider'd by and by. 
That which I preſume he here means, is, that the things enjoyn'd inour 
Service-book,, being not commanded by*God in his Word; are Additions. 
to it ; and that therefore theſe two Texts of Scripture are an undeniable 
Proof of the Unlawfulneſs of them, this muſt be his meaning, if be 
has any at all in what he ſays, and I think I have repreſented it with all 


y 


the Advantage he can defire- bg 

But now,. if We are guilty of making Ada:r:ons to the Word of God,. 
we-cither do what that forbids, or Appoint ſomewhat elſe inſtead of 
what God hath appointed; or- We add ſuch Expoſitions to the Com-. 
manedment, as the End of it is thereby fruſtrated ;'or we make that 
which is not the-Word of God tobe of equal Authoriry. with that which 
is; or elſe we give the ſame Efficacy to Humane- Inſtitutions as God 
does to His: But he can never charge us with*any of theſe. and how 
then. can he charge us. with: Additions to_the Word of Gcd:? for ad>- 
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(8) 
ing ;is add;ng to the Subſtance, and making the thing added of the nas 
ons the thing'it-is added to; bat'when the Subſtance remains entire, 
as much after this Hamane Appointment as it was. before it, it cannot 
be. called an. Add:tzon to it, in the ſence the Scripture 'takes that 
But to the Argument which theſe Men draw from Denter. iy. 2: 


Cbrif#. Libert, Dr. Fowler, (our preſent Biſhop)'a great while ago, replied, « That if 


Po 1$3. 


Heb. 13, 17» 
I Pet. 2, I 3s 


[1 


<« they be not miſtaken in the Senſe of theſe words, they will prove 
© more'than is intended to be proved, or than they would havetrue ; 
«© namely, that nothing is to be done out of, as well as in, the Worſhip 
& of God, but what is expreſly and particularly commanded. But Eps- 
&© ſcopins (who may beliſten'd to-in-this matter, becauſe no Epiſcopalian) 
© hath ſhewed that theſe words [| Te ſhall not add unto the Word which 
& 7 command you; neither ſhall you diminiſh ought from #t.] are no new 
« Precept, butonly ſignifie; Ye ſhall not tranſgreſs the Commandments 
<<. of God, by doing any thing contrary to them, which is to Add;' or 
«© gy omitting any thing Required by them, which is to D:minsſh. 

And therefore; tho?:ignorant People may be ſcared with the impro- 
per Application: of: that of //a. 1; 12, yet it cannot belong to us, who 
place no farther Religion and Acceptableneſs in our Prayers and Servis 
ces, than as they are accompanied with that Sincerity, Faith, Repen- 
tance, and Obedience, without which God told the Fews He had no de- 
light if their Sacrifices, tho? they were of his own appointing ; nor had 
required them to tread his Courts'without theſe divine Qualifications. 
Bur if We-muſt Anſwer to that Queſtion, Who hath. Kequired theſe things 
at your Hands ? then I tell You(for God knows it, and we are not afraid 
to appear before himupon that account) that foraſmuch as theſe things 
are no where forbidden, We comply-with them in Obedience to. that 
Word which requires us to obey them that have Rule over us, and to ſub* 
mit cur ſelves to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord®s fake, p 

And if this be the Word of God, how comes this Man fo uncharitably 
to pronounce the Seritence of. Damnation upon us, and tel} us, we ſhall 
be Bat undone, { as if that were not Puniſhment enough.) for doing 
more in tke Service of God than He hath requir'd ? Why, he grounds 
it upon Eccle/. 7.16, & Namb.16.” | 

As for the Exhortation of the Wiſe Man, ( if the beſt Commentators 
I have feen underſtand it: right) *tis” the: belt Advice | can give to 
you, it being interpreted of Hear. and Zeal more than needs, with- 
out Reaſon and Diſcretion; which-as it makes all the Schiſms in the 
World, ſo produces a great many 'sther Evils, [appeal to the whole 
World, whether 1t is not properly Retarnaed upon you, whore tran- 
ſported into an exceſſive Z- 4 and K:2' 22ainfinnocent Ceremonies, and 
meer Circumſtances of Worſhip, and which are Ceclared.to be ſa, and 
no way Eſfential to Religion by that” Chrrcn which uſes them. © And wy 
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this you mult give me leave to add the other part of the Verſe, (which 
he left our) nevher make thyſelf over-wiſe : -Do-not (without ſome- bet- 
ter Grounds) oppoſe your private-Opinion-to the Judgment and Autho-» 

-rity. of z;whole Nation: And, in particular, of as Pious and Learned a 
Clergy as any the whole World can ſhew. Confider that it is poſſebie- 
you may be miſtaken, and that it does not*become you to Aſſume that 
1nfallibility to. your ſelves, which you deny tothe Church of Rome. 

- As for the Example of Cora, Datharn, and Abiram, if it be well con: 
ſider'd, our Caſe cannot be.made Paraletto it: But it highly deſerves 
your Conſideration, whether you are not in ſome meaſure. g«:/tyof the 
like Crime; which did not conſiſt i doing what was not requered, but: 
in Atul Rebelin.againſt Moſes. and Aaron, the Miniſters of God ; and 
therefore againſt Godhimſelf, What a ſtrange Conſequence. then is 
this! Corab, Dathar, and Aviram, and their Company, were all conſum'd 
for nur muring and reveliing againſt Moſes and Aaron ,, and therefore we 
ſhall be undone for. 0beyi7g the Commandments of thoſe God hath,placed 
over us- - Certaialy there is a more natural Inference tobe drawa from 


this” amazing JInſtarice of God's Judgments upon difobedient Perſons, 
and-were there a ſtrapge Miſt before your Eyes, youcould not bug 


ſee it, an "make a more ſuitable Application of ir. 


£ 


Z8ir, give me leave to tell you, that whazſoever 5s placed in Gods Warſhip 


REPLY. 


believe never poor Man-undertook ſuch a Task as I have done, to 
wer ſo much /»:pertinence, "But fince 1have begun, I mult haye Pa- 


tienceyand:that will carry me through it all, He would fain paſſefs the 


ple(among whom this Paper was to-he.ſhewn with ſo much. Triumph) 
than Opinion, thai we have /avs.in.our-Church: Bur does heithink 
EÞ-can fwallow things without chewing, as they do? That te begs 


leateto telygnt, 148 whatſoever. #5 plas: diggin GomMs ,Horſhip, mithint the 

Commana of God, 1s an 1d9{., te. itisthe Repreſentation. of ſoine Di- 

vine of \Beatified Dbjet,. which is as fuch-propapnded and fet up for 

Adaration® {Was there ever ſuch 2 wild Atlertion ? Or couid any Man 

thinkix poſlible, that he ſhovid fo /vck:{y hit upon tach a Text of $cii- 
G 
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pture to prove it by ?' God-Commands the Children of J/rae/ to put 
Fringes upon the Borders of their Garments, to be a Remembrancer to 
them of God's Commands and, their Daty of Obedience; ergo, what- 
ſoever is placed in God's Worſhip, without the Command-of God, 5: 
an Idol, Where the Conſequence is, I-profeſs, 1-cannot ſee; But if 
your Eyes are clearer thay: cone; I defire you to examine the ſtrength 
of it in 4"sther /nſtance, beſides that of the Croſs and Surplice. The 
laying the Hand upon, and kifling the Book, in the taking of an-Oath, 
(which is both a Natural and Inſtituted part of Worſhip). is appointed 
without the Command of God, and therefore the laying the Hand up- 
on, and kiſſing the Book, is an Ido], or rather the Book. ic ſelf. A clear 
Proof you have, Numb. 1 F- 39. 4 ts 
"But poſſibly 1 may carry this Macer further than he intended. He 
ook it perhaps for an undoubred Truth, which. wanted noPÞProof,/that 
whatſoever 15 piaced in God's Wor ſhip, withomt the Command of -Gody' is an 
fas! ;*and therefore he might not urge this Text-of-Scriprure- for the 
confr ination of rhat, but to profie,” that rore hath: Power #0, Order or 
Places CTem'y in Chriſt's © hurch, -but humfelf,, who rs. King of #t 24g. But 
ſince he herein dice&tly oppoſes: one -of the Thirty nine Articles, the 
Opinion z:.d Practice of the whole Church of God, and even St- Pau!'s 
DireCtion to the Cormthians, to appoint whatſoever ſhall be tending to 
Decercy and Order ; he ſhould certainly have given ſome better Proof 
than a / «Xt out of the 014 T*/tament, which-does not. relate to the Wor- 
ſtip of God; and which, in my Opinion, would much betrer have pro- 
ved, thee the Parliament thauld not” have enadtes, - T hat,Poor Perfans 
Receruing Pariſh ColleFFion hall inian open and aufible manner, mear Bad 
and that too fro the- Shoulderiof the Rig ht Sleeve of the wpp.r moſt Gantmant 
hecauſe, as one of tiemnontee told me, (when therewas formerly Mach 
private Order amonguur fe F 


zongout felves) ir was no where cothmendedin t 
Word of God that they ſhoula' | _—— Sheep.. 


EO. Wh 54 


Again, that whichis Mas Device;and hath;been an Idol in God*FWor- 
ſhip, muſt of neceſſity be ar"vaol ftilliin the Worſhip of God ;, lus the; Cere« 
monies menriowd in the S:ruice-bagh: have been {dls in G oa Worſhip, 'as.the 
Croſs and Surplice ; ergo they maſt be Idols. ſtill in the Worſhip of Ge 
Read Toſh. 7.13, there, the Lord Ohm mitids foſhnas ſaying, Up, ..: C 
ihe People, fof thus ſaith the 'Lord-God of Iſrael, Hens - aN ACELr 
thing in the midit of thee,” Ofiirael.. Nay, God te ! Tous, he would 
4 + be with them any more, except they deſtroyed the aceur/el- thing, 1. Ei;the 
Bab7loniſh Garment which-Achan had takt# aud bid in the midÞ of bus Terr. 
For ts "he and bis Sons and his Daughters, and. all that be had, muſt be 


#1164 with Stones, and burned. with Fire, "I 
| RE: 


S> 
REPLY. 


I ſhall take his Sylogiſr: to task preſently : But beforehand I cannot 
but obſerve what an exce/czt Texruary this Man is, and how bappy in . 
his Application. of Scripture- I have read the ſeyenth Chapter of 
Foſhan, and I refer him back again thereto, and alſo to Ci. 6, v, 17, 18. 
where Juſbne, accurſes Jericho, and every thing in it, and torbids the 
Ijzaclues, under the.Penalty.of bringing 4 Cr/c upon the Camp, to 
meddle with azy thing rherewm © But Achan, contrary to this expreſs 
Prohibition, had taken the accarſea rhing, and had alſo ts». and 4:/- 
ſembled_alfo, and pur it amongft. brs ow: Stuff, Ch.. 7, Ver. 11. . What 
was this accnrſed thing which k- ſtole ? Yer. 21, /t as a g00d'y Ba- 
byloniſh:Garme:t, and 1'wo hundred ſbckets of Silver, and a Wedge of Gold 
of Fifty ſhekels. merght, torm ge. covered ard took. So that, you fee, the 
Reaſon why. Ac94- was ſo ſeverely puuith'd, was his <5/0:mre D:jobtaence 
to.tie Command of (50d, in taking. of that waich God. had curſed * his 
Straltg Cove onſyfs,and Diſſumulationg, Now what is the Confequerite 


of allbis # Locs it appear that the Babyioiſh Garment was a Smrptice, 
or. fo muchas uſed in the Worſhip cf God or that the Vedze of G14 


was a Croſs , or that cas Crime in ſtealing the Cz ment was greater 
than yhat of ſtealing rhe 1 wy hundred ſhekels of »4/ver ? Tho? this learned 
Expoſitor explains the acearſed thing by |" that is, the Babylorith Gar- 
ment]. Bur if the Bavylowi(h.Garme:t had been & Surplice, atd uſed by 
them.Jin che Worſhip or God, what then! was it therefore an 1dil, 
and an 4: e's 1/.4ng, and theggtors to he Yrred ? _ Taniwer poſitively, 
Ns z. becauſe for that very, reaſon, al rhe Silver, and GolA, 311d Veſſels of 
Br afs ,and-1ron, were to. be brought mro the { reaſ ry of the Lord. Hut all 
the Stiver, and Gold, and Veſſels of Braſs, ,and. Iron, are conſecrated unto 

ard: they ſhall be brought 4mto the Treaſury of the Lord, Ch.6.19. 
And this I urge as ay Argument-againſt his Triumphant Sylogijm ; eve- 
ry Propoſition of which, andthe Conſequence alſo, I utterly deny. For, 
1ſt, That which bath veen-an Idol in Gods W or ſhip, muſt cot of nece/['ry be 


SM or lap; {ach as 1 ime, Place, Habit, and Poſture ; bur che: it 19 
more. follows. from ticace, this they were /dols, than taat the 7 /*'s 
or t2.T the holy VV =- 

ter and Veltments & 0's, Which are uicd, when they ſay Maſs, in the 
Bur ſuppoling that buth his Propoiiticns ate iree, 
C 2 yer 


Church af Rome, | 


'F (12) 
yet his Conſequence is very falſe, That the Croſs ard Splice muſt be 
n. 1dvls till, or (as | ſuppoſe he would now word it; if- he had it to re» 
[| wa te viſe again) {dolatrows : * For when Idolatry is not in the Nature of the 

nlawfulneſs | thing but in the Uſe, take away the Uſe and the Idolatry ceaſeth ;, 


4 4 * and conſequently it may be lawfully uſed where there is no'Idblatry 


< in the Worſhip, and no [dolatry in the uſe of it: And if it-be not 

© to be uſed, ir is not becauſe it is unlawful in it ſelf co uſe ir, bur 

© becauſe it is forbidden by God, as was the Caſe among the F:9-,” or 

© becauſe of ſome Circumſtances that, make it inconvenient and dange- 

J Cor. EZ. 25,0 rons. Thus it was lawful to eat that Meat which had beet offer*d to 
"_ & Idols, when it was afterwards expoſed to ſale in the Shambles, . or 
* fer upon the Table at an Entertainment, becauſe it was thereby refto- 

red to 2 common uſe. It is then no more Idolatry to uſe a white 

© Garment, (or a Ceremony ) or « 1 emple, or ovſerve a\Day, or to: uſe a 

| & Prayer that has been uled or obſerved infIdolatrous Worſhip, or by 
ſ! * an-[dolatrous Church, than ic was to.cat Meat that had been offer'd 
1's <. to Idols. Paurifie the Gold, and ſeparate the Drofs from it, and the 
| | © Gold is got the worſe-for che'Droſs that was beforemingledwith ic. 
| * Scrape the Walls, and caſt our the infefted Materials of it, ſothWthe. 
Numb. 14.41 * Houſe be freed from the Leproſic, and it might have been af well inhabi» 
© ted asf it bad never been infected, And: this is the Upſhor of that. 


> FL 
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þ| Charge of 74»latry, which heWwould fain faſten upon us. He canpro-. 
! 

| 

; 


Cuce nothing that is /dlatrors amang us- The Croſs and Swrplice, he 
ſays, have been uſed in Jdolatrous Wor ſhip ; but if we allow him what he 
ji ſ:ys,. it does him go Service, foraſmuch as the Abuſe of things in them= 
'I'f ſelves lawful,evento IdolatfongPurpoſes MnoArgument againſtthe law- 
\{J ful uſe of rhem. And. this is Anſwer enough-to what he ſays abouttlie. 
i Qriginal of the Saxplice.; far let its Parentage be as baſe and ſcanddl 
} 3s ke would haye-ir thought. ro be," yet it does. not make the uſes b it. 
| Lolawful, if the thing itſelf is not ſo... yh 9g 


*ANSWER”. | 
Ti The Unlawfulneſs of this Babyloniſhi Garment will further appear, "iffwe- 


| i Lok into th: Original whence we hadit. Some Althors telt us, we have it 
F ff from Heathen Rome, which"# h; 


| r Tdolatrous Service did apiſhly imitate 
Aaron's Garments; as it is inflaited in 'the Reign of Namn, eight. bundfed 
| Tears after. the Law, Qthers tell as, we bave it from the Druides, the anad” 
Ti . Heathen Priefls amang. the Gauls a Srittftix or fromthe _Aitich/iſfinr 

| | Ro ne, or Liſtly,. from the Prieſtly Office of Aaron, witcl Meatben and 
f Pyp:jh Rome hath impiouſly follow*d, denyitiy thereby the Lord Jeſus to be 


c,me in the Fleſh, who with his Graces as typifizd "out by thoſe poodly and 
beautiful G rments, which being Shadows, are done awvy, and Chriſt the 
Bady. is come, For us then to imitate them in their Relicks, or to deviſe « 
; ©: Fs  Friefts 


UW | 
Priefily Garments of our own Bead in Goa's Worſhip, is to rob Chriſt of bis 
Honour exceedingly, and to maks our ſelves deeply guglty of Will-wor ſhip : 
For had not God clothed thoſe Garments in the Law with a particular and 

untual Command for Matter and Manner, they. had been ridiculous things ;. 
They made the holy Garment, faith Moſes, as the Lord commanded, 
£4. 39. which latter words [as the Lord commanded) are repeated nine 
ſeveral times in this Chapter, intimating, they did not [werve one jot from 

God's Dinettion, teathing all Gods Str vants thereby, that they contain them. 

ſelves. within the Limits of God's Word, arid bring nothing imto the Service 
of God of therr own irecution,. for the Apoſtle calls that Will- worſhip. 


REPLY. 


This Babylon:ſh Garment he has mighty Spite to, and to render it the 
more odious,. he would gladly derive its Pedigree, but he is not Genea- 
lozift enough to do it. Authors, he would have me know he haSread, 
bur who.JQthey are he is afraid'to' tel], left it might be made appear he 
has read. of them, or has made as bold with them as he has'done 


with- the'Bable, and miſinterpreted and miſapplied them, as he has done 
this ſacred-Book ; or that, however, they are ſich deep [Rarned Men as 
imſe!f, who know nothing of the matter, The Swrplice is derived from 
ſome-body, he knows not who, either, from. Heather:ſh or Antichriſtian 
Rome, from the miad Heathen Prieſts, or from Aaron's Garments,, which 
were good and beautiful in themſelves, and. yet had been ridicalom, if 
God bad not appointed them. What if I ſhould fay, ſome Authors tell us; 
it was derived from Chriſtgnd his Apoſtles ; how would he' diſprove 
me» or prove. that it was not? But what if, withont enquiring from 
you: it-was firſt derived, or by whom elſe it was or is uſed, I ſhould 
y, as 1 do, that it was a-Garment uſed in the Primitive Church, as. 
an Emblem of, and an Admonitien.to the Prieſts of that: Purity and in- 
nocence, . wherewith they,ought tobe clothed ;, and that we uſe it in. 
conformity to their -Pra@ice, and for. the ſame. reaſons; and withal 
thinking it a decenter Garment to perform Miniſterial Offices in, than 
Either Coat or Cloak; whaty1 ſay, can he urge againſt this ? or, what 
Reaſon can he give-why the Governors of the. Church may not pre- 
ſcribe- what Hair for the Clergy, whether in the time of Divine Ser- 
vice, or out of it, which they ſhall think moſt grave, and moſt decent ? 
Or if he will tel me why a Diſſenting Preacher goes in Black, rather 
than in Te/ow 3,f there beany thing of Reaſon 4n what he ſays, 1 will 
improve4t into:ones for. wearing. the S»rplice Uuring divine Adminiſtra- 
| But what- if this be taken from. the Garments of Aarov, as he knows . 
Rot whether it. isgr no? Why !_ Then thoſe that uſe if, do thereby de- 
zy Cirift to le.tome in the Fieſh z but for. what Reaſon does he Cay this ? 
| Bg-- 
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Becanſe Aarons Garments were Types an4 Shadows of Chriff, who being 
now come, they are to be done 'away, If he is tuch a Eogician, as re- 
ally to think this co be good Arguing , yet it will not at all conclude a- 
gainſt the Uſe of the S-rp/ice, till he has ſhewed firſt,- whas it was thag 
was. typifyed and ſhadowed out thereby, which is now Aboliſbed by 
Chriff. and proved ſecondly, that It is' uſed by us our of any Jwde- 
#Zing Principle, | | | | 
What this weak Man means by imitating them in their Relicks, Þ know 
not; but. I leave ict to be tryed by what has beentalready ſaid,-whes 
ther To deviſe a Pricſtly Garment of our own head m God*s:Worſhip, be 
eo rob Chriſt of his Hononr exceedingly, and to make our ſelves deeply guil= 
ty of Will-worſhip. But let me a+k him, Does the Scripture any waere 
{ay ſo? Or does the Apoſtle any where call this W/## m+frip ? Why 
does he not quote Chaprer and Verſe? . Or deduce it-by ſome. Logical 
and Natural interence? No body I hope will believe this Man, pure- 
ly upon. the ſcore of his Confidence : God having cloarbed thoſe Gar-- 
ments under the Law with a particular and purttual Command, the Jews" 
had been guilty of manifeſt Diſabedience, if they: had*noramadethem-. 
as the Lurd commanded ; but being goodly and beautiful-Garments, they 
could never bave been eſteemed 7:41cnlons, if God had commanded no 
thing at all about them. And his commenazrg them, is | think, a good: 
Argument, that in themſelves they were not /o. It is, I muſt confeſs, 
very. obſervable, that there is ſo mych Aumane Learning int this Man 
and. his Party, that theygcan count Nine, but what if God had com- 
manded . Niety times 10 one Chapter, that the Aaronmcal Garnmens 


LY 


fhould only be made ſo ny Th a0) thing to vs, -who, according 
to himſelf, are no ways concerned” in thofe Ceremonies and Shadows bf 
the Law, and ro whom God has not giyen one particular dire&tionn 
ſuch Matters,. but left ys to the-general Rules of De-cency and Order, 
and the Cnſtome of the Churches of God 4-4 Ve are therefore left aff 1i- 
berty,. to uſe ſuch Garments, as ſhall be juigedrmoſt agreeable there- 
to; .God under the Goſpel, having neither forbidden, nor command- 
ea the'uſe of any : If it can be proved He has; then farewel Surplice. 
And here I cannot but wonder, that ſince this Man-9oyned the Crofs 
with the Surplice, in his > i Charge and Indiftment, fe did cot 
alſo as particularly plead agatoſt that Ceremony, and endeavour t5*ex- 
poſe.it, by deriving its Pedigree hikewiſe. But as to the-Lawfulneſs 
of the Uſe of the Croſs, I refer the Reader to the Caſe of the Croſs 
io Baptiim, by Dr. Rethary. fp -< bee” on _—_ 

This ou Plea for Separation has heen again and*avail} anfivered* by 
thoſe who-have writ 1a the defence of our Church ; bur, tro make ſhort 
work owt, 1 will oniy ask whether this that you aſlerty” Namely, that 
we are nt 16 7199 Eny thing of Mans Iuention'1ms the Service of God, ner 
uſe ary thing w bis VWorſksp, but what hg has commanaea, 'be the word of 

| God 


: 
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| ſpecfied, how' comes it to be 


God, or? If it be not, how come you to impoſe it upon us for ſuch, er 
charge that upon;/us for a fin, which is nor rhe 17 an/erefſion of any Law ? 
If it is. the word of God, then it is either expreſly ſnch, or- ig is a clear 
Inference-and DeduRion, from his expreſs word, You cannot pretend | 
the for mer; 'and therefore that which you ſay ; is, that it clearly follows 
from God's particalar preſcribing the Garments of Aaron, and (to give this 
Man another Argument) rhe whole Lewitical Service, The Conſequence 
remains-.ſtil} to be-proved z,and againſt the Truth of it, I urge the 
Praftice of the Jewiſh Church, who made no ſcrypie of ordering divers 
things for which there was na Command, and yer they were never bla- 
med for them bythe Prophets, or our Sayiour- Particularly David's 
delign of 64:/ding gz Houſe without God's Commend, or his fo much as , Kings 8 2. 
ſpeaking a-worg to himabout it, was fo far from being Faulty, that 
God commended bim for-it- Hezck:av continued the Feat of xnleaver 2 Chron. 30. 
ed Bread ſeven gays Jonger, than the time apprinted by the Law. Moydecasi 23: 
and Eſther made..an OrdinancefFor the yearly Obſervation of the Feaſt 
of Purzm, withoutiany. Command from God that we read of. Of the x6, 5. 20. 
fourtFaſts. mentioned-.Z «ch. 8. there was only One Cortmanded. © The 7ech. s. 19, 
Fealt of che D:4+cation is known to be of modern and humane Inſtitution, 1 Mac. 4. g. 
and yetit is as well known that our Savior honoured it with his Pre: Jebn © 22. 
ſence.. There was no Appointment for, the ſinging a Paſchal Hymn af Mat. 26. 39«. 
ter the Paſſover, and yet our Saviour and his Diſciples obſerved that 
Uſuge, and which therefore will not, I preſume; be ſaid to be ſinful. 
Now if the Addmittance of certain Uſaftes not commanded was not ſinful 
under the Law, where xa of divine Worſhip was particularly 

to now under the Goſpel where there is no 
ſuch partscxlar Preſcription, nor hardly any thing more than ſuch gene- 
rabRules as I have before mentioned, which are to be reſpetively ap- 
pliedby Superiors and Inferiprs z ſuch as: /ct all things be done aevently, , Cor. i 4. 4, 
and in orger ;, and ſubmit, your felves to every Ordinance of Man, for the x vet 2.13, 
Lords $ ake. «.. 4 Fs: 

This ſeems tome to be Anſwer enongh to- what this Man has ſaid about 
the V»lawf ulneſs of aſing any thins zn the Worſhip of God, but what he him- 
ſelf bath commanded ; but that I may. if poſſible confute and filence, if 
not:convince the Urgers of this grand O:tion, and even thoſe: who 
may perbaps marage it aiter a better Manger, than this weak Arguer 
has donez Þ willpreſent to your Conſideration what the Riyht Reverend: 
the Biſhop of our own P:oce/s. bath with great clearneſs written-upon this 
Subject. Atis indeed a great deal t&tranſepibe, but it is ſo full and per- 
tinEnt to the buſineſs in hand, thatimy pains therein will be well beſtowed, 
if you will-bac-vouchiate it an impartial Reading. 

In his-D/comr jet Chrifizan Lrogrty, Chap. 13 p. 196. he is ſpezking 
to that Notion of ChriftianLibexgy,, which makes it to conſiftin Free- 
dom. from thoſe Laws, of Men, that command things indiiferent relative; 
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© as 1 delivered them to. you, goth thus expreſs hisſen 


( x6.) 
to Religion andthe Worſhip of God z and makes it appear to be wild 
and falſe by theſe Conſiderations. Shue *" #54 
Firſt, © This Notion of Chriſtian, Liberty tends tointroduce ſad diſ- 
« order and confuſion into the Churches of Chriſt, and will certainly do 
© it-if.praQiſed upon. -I need not. ge about to Prove, that the Order 


* of Ecclefiaſtical as well as civil Societies conſiſteth principally in the 


© due Regulation of things in their own Nature indifferent. | 
St. Part hath jenjoyned that in the Church, all thyngs be done decently 5n 
© Order, 1 Cor.'14- 49. But how ſhall they be ſo dane 
© on of our Chriſtian Liberty to have any thing impoſed apowus by our 
©Goyernours for Decencies and Orders Sake? Particular Rules being 


© not given us in Scripture about this Matter ; which'to be fare would 


© have been, were they not left to the Determination of the Governours 
of each Church,upon ſuppoſition that *cis pallible to give ſuch as would 


SS hs 
PLE. 


* well ſuit all Churches. = * be 
© Calvin, ypon-thoſe words of St. Payl, 4 Cor.it:. 2. Now / praiſe 

© you Brethren, that you remember me in all things, and. keep the Ordinances 
about this mat- 


< ter: Saith de, we know that every Church is left free to appomnt 
* of Polity for itſelf, becauſe our Lord bath preſeribed nothing certain, And 
< he ſpeaks this, 5ou ſee, not aghis own ſenſe only, but as the ſenſe, and 
*that vndoubted too of his offier Brethren of the Reformation : Whoſe 
*[udgment, were it needful, we wggs largely produce fo the ſame 
© purpoſe. But there is no. need of it, thoſe very perſons, who have 
* been molt zealous for the contrary Opinion, being forced to contradift 
© it in their practice: And * for. Orders (a z to determine ſuch things 
< in their ſeveral Church-adminiſtrations as are left perfectly undttermi- 
© ned in Scripture, ( of which might be given very many inſtances) not- 
* withſtanding their Clamours againfſtthe Church of E7gland vpon'this, 
© 2s modeit as ſhe is in her Lmpoſitions. ©. 4 

© Secondly, This Notion of Chriſtian Liberey is fo great an infring- 
© ment of the Liberty Chrift hath left to Ecclehaltical Governours as not 
< to- [eave tnem io much as Iþ- is certain the Goyertours of the Jew- 
© Church.were laveſted with, who yet were bound .up and deter- 
© mined in 2 verv great number of Particulars. - 

© Over and above the Mufti: ude of Rites and Ceremontes Which God 
< himſelf did annex to the ſubltance of his Worſhip, we read of nat a 
© few others chat were added by Men. We have. a large Account of ſuch 
© in Marmoaides, in his: Book -t Ke. -4 Dwwino, ard the Holy*Scriptures 
© themſelves preſent us wich diver ſoch withobt che leaſt intimation of 


God's d:like of them. ” | 

* Befides ſoine of thoſe which I mentioned, He gives other Inſtances 
Cyiz, King Solomon's {alto ving them: (die pirt of the Pemple for Satri- 
« fices, 1 Kings 8,64, The fe. huars of Prayer. in tne Temple, __ I, 
x... IC 


, if it be a'Violati- - 
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(17) 
© Several Alterations; and particularly that of the Geſture, .in Eatiag 
* the Pallover 3 the which Chriſt. declared! his. Apprabation. of 'by his: 
* Conformity to them, ar. 26. 20. Thoſe two known Rites of thi:Fems, , 
© not. commanded in the Law, v-z. that of joyaing Baptiſm with Cir-= 
«© cumciſion th admitting Prolelytes, and that of of . amu#, or Fe 
* after che Paſlover. And theſe two our Saviour was fo far from con- 
* demning, upon the ſcore of their being of Humane Inſtitution, that. 
© his two great Sacraments received their riſe from them.. ; 
-* The Texts which are chiefly urged, to prove the Unlawſulnefſs of 
© bringing any thing into the Worſhip of:God, bur. what He bath him- 
© ſelf preſcribed, are thoſe in the Old Teſtament, wherein God decla- 
© reth his Diſpleaſure againſt ſome of the {jraciztes, for doing, thoſe 
, things W luc .he command: d themut; and-one in the New, bur, cired 
* out of the Md, where our Saviour reprehendeth the Phariſecs for teaci;- 
© 51g for Dultrines the Commaridmgrts of #1tn, | | 
. .Tho&, Texts,,,a the Old Teſtament are Zev. 10. 1, Dent, 17,13, 
& Fer, 7+ 3, .21;--Þ- 19-5» Chegp: 32 35. Bur I wonder-that thoſe who 
* produce mele } exts for ſuch a purpoſe, could not ſee without our ſhew- 
© ing it to them, thar tizey all ſpeak of ſuch things as God did not only 
© not Command, but had ſtriftly Forbid- 
© In Lev. 10.1, the thing which God- ſaith He commanded them not, 
© was Nadabv and Abibn's offering ftrange Fire before the Lord; which 
* was an ACt of Diſobedience to. a moſt expreſs Law, Chap. 6. 1 2, 13. 
©* That in Dext. 13..3, not commanded by God, was a moſt hainous Sin 
*and a black Trankgreſſon of the Firſt Commandment, viz. Serving 
* other Gods, and Weorſhipping of themy the Sun, the Meon, aid the Hoft of 
e Heaven. . hy. | ns 
* That, not Commanded, Jer, 7.3.1, was not only contrary to the Law 
© of God, bura borrible Wickedneſs condemned by the Light of Na. 
*£Ure, V1&.: the burning of their,Sons and their Dan; hters in the Fire, mm the 
© Yale of . Hinnom. Yager 7 | | | ; 
© That which-God ſaith; He commanded not, neither came it mto his mind, 
© Fer. 19. 5, was the ſame Unnatural Wickedneſs, viz. the burning their 
© Sons with Fire for Burnt- offerings to;Baal z and that in Jer. 32, 35, was 
© the cauſing; of their Sons. and ther Daughters to paſs through the Fire unto 
© Molech.- -.; .. - be 
« But what:doth Gog”s condemniog Tach abominable PraQtices as theſe 
c ſignifies rowagds.the proving, it unlawful to ule, or irhpoſe certain Inn9- 
* cent. Riges and Circumſtances, in Javige Worlkip,- which' are not ex- 
© preſly and particularly requiped. [24 3 but may be truly ſaid ta 


—_ 


* be'in the gegeral.required by him, as ſuch+are neceſſary to the deto- 
© rous management of his Worſhip, and agreeableto the foremention'd 
* Rule, of doing all. things decently» ang in order ?_ 
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'« And wheres the Urgers'of theſe Texts for the *foreſaid purpoſe 
* do reply to us, tliat tho? they >e deny 'but the Inſtances of ihe 
«things not commanded mention'd in each of chem, are things: allo 
© probibited, ver they are pertinently inſilted-vpon by them, .becauic it 
js tacitly implied in God's 'exprefling them as things only not com- 
« manded, that chings not commanded in his Worſhip off:ad him agwell. 
© 25 things prohibited. 

« To this I briefly Anſwer, that this is ſubtile Arguing indeed, except 
* it can be ſhewed, that God doth any where condemn chedoing in his 
© Worſhip what is lawful in its awn nature, and.no where forbidden 
© by him, under the notion of a thing not commanded ;. whkcb | dare 
* afirm cannot be /hewed. And I add, that nothing is nfgE ab ucd, 
© than*to build Doctrines upon Idioms of the facred Laniidpe ; but 
© this is too commonly done by the Men we are how dealt 
© I am able to ſhew in too many inſtances. . Re TY | 

* And if we ſhould :urn the Scales, and argue. thus: ſuch:and- ſuch 
© things are not forbid.'en by God, therefore they-are commanded ; we 
© ſhould not be guilty ':*.a groſler Abſurdity thanthey are, M inferring. 
© from God?s not hayir'; Commanded them, that he hath therefore For- 
* bidden-them. _ | 

< And as to that Text 'n the New Teſtament, Mat, 15. 9g. But in vain 
* do they worſhip me, teach-* for Dothrives the Commandments of Mem, 
© It is manifeſt that that wE1ch is condemned in the Phariſees here is the 


« ſetting up of their own Ccn.*itptions inſtead, or in, the place ot God's, 
m ments, .. 4 his1s evident 


© and thoſe too contrary to: God's Comm: 
© from the Context: © Our Sayionr faith, ver. gy, Why do you rranſgre/5 
* the Commandments of. God by your Traditions ? That is, ſaith Irenexs 
* upon theſe words, They dia not x2 A the Law of Godby Priva- 
© rication, mixing Wine with Wit'r ; 6ut they a'ſ- ſer their Law i oppoſi- 
© tron Or contradiction to the Edt if & 02 Ke, And, that ſo-they did, ap» 
* pears by what follows, vcr, 4, 5, 6- for God commanded, ſaying, Ho- 
© zur thy Father and Mother, &C. But ye fay, Whoſve ver ſhall ſay to his Fas 
© ther or bis Mother, it is A Gift by whatforver thou muyhe</# be proficed by 
* me, and honour not his Father, be ſball be free, Thus have you made the 
* Commandment of God of none effett by your Tradition. And then next 
* follows, a Citation out of. /2- 29- 13, according.to the Septuagint, 
* whereof theſe words are part, viz, Te Hypocrites, well djd Efaias pro- 
& nbe fre of oh, ſayinr, This people dr aw nigh uno me witly their month, and 
© honoureth me with thet lips ;. Suoaher Kot is far from me, But an vain 
* do they wirſhip me, teaching for DiErintithe Commandments of Men, 

% We will alſo conſider theſe words as they are recited by St. dark, 
*Cþ. 7. 7, with the Verſe following, 'Howbers in vain do rhey worſhip me, 
© reaching for Dottrines the Commandments of Men : 'For layio affde rhe 
* Comma dm:nt of God, ye hold the Tradition of Men, as the waſhing of gar 
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* and Cur, Nee. That is, according to Dr. Hinmmond's Pardittals wion 
©rhe wr Tou are thoſe Hypierites that prof great aerels oor 
& ances rowards God, and prattiſe in ſome exterh 


#terhal rhnigy mor# Hai Gol 
© command! you; and inpoſe thoſe on othirs, as the Commanids of G0, ivhew | 
© rhey are only Hhmavit Ordinances... At for the inidard Purity of 'the Ht «rb, 
& and Attionr, to which al Goa%s Laws of W aſbiiigs aid refer, you tahr #0 
© care of them, tranſgreſs againſt this ſubſtantial part of Religion it the 
© foxleft' tmarrer, and ſperd all your Time in theſe External Suptrfluit 5s, 
<-waſhing of *Pors, &c. the Ordinatices of your Rabbins only. 4 
< Bur,,what are the hypocritical and wicked doings here condeminef, 
©to Governours determining of External Circumſtances of Adinici- 
< tration in the Worſhip of God,” which are not only iunocent in ther.;-. 
« ſelves, but alſo not ſet up in the place of, or juſtling out, anyghirg 
© commanded by God, nor yet impoſed as the Commands of God. B:it. 


 ©* who can have the Forehead to faſten ſuck high Preſumptions as theie 


© upon our Church ?* But I proceed, _ 

Thirdly, As this Notionof Chriſtian Liberty is an enfringemert of 
© the: Liberty which is left co Governours, ſo is it alſogreatly injurious 
© to rhe Peoples Liberty : for it is a very highly to be priz'd Inſtance of 
© the Peoples Liberty, that chey may, withour giving God an Offence, 
* conform to ſuch Laws as oblige them only to indifferent things. And 
© it will be an intolerable Rraitning and confining of our Liberty, it 
© wilt bez very Bondage to us, ro be alwaies obnoxious to the Penalties. 
+ which are the Santions of ſuch Laws, and to other manifold Incon- 
© yeniences that follow upon difobeying them. _ 

* Chriſtian Liberty, according to this Notion, is fo far from being 
< worthy of our Saviour's purchaſing, that ?cis infinitely more deſirable 
« to be without it, inregard of the extreamly-miſchieyous Conſequen- 
© ces which follow upon quarrelling with Anthoricy about harmleſs 
* matters, which have not the leaſt ill influence upon your Souls. where: 
© by not only* thoſe 'who refuſe Obedience are expoſed in their own 
© Perions and Families to great Evils, both Tempcral and Spiritual, 
© bur alſo the whole Community, the Church and State too, by their 
* means. This we all know, at this day, by very ſad Experience. 
© This, I ſay, is ſnch a Liberty as is the occaſion of lamentable Mifſ- 
© chiefs, both publick and private, but I. am wholly to ſeek what Good 
* can accrue thereby, 'and therefore we may ſafely warrant ic to be no 
© Liberty of our Bleſſed Saviour's procurement, but the contrary. 

< If-iwe were well inſtructed in the Nature of the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, 

< we ſhouſd be'very certain, that whatſdever doth no way tend to the 

« depraving of our Souls, and the bringing us into Bondage to Sin, (which 

* we have proved*to be the-only Oppoſite to our grand Chriſtian Liber- 

© ty) cannot be unlawful to us- Chriſtians, becauſe not prejudicia! to the 

* ultimate Deſign of the Goſpel, which is the = us free trom the 
| 2 Do- 


(20) 
. © © "Og" [4 ; ? | 
Pominion-.of Sin.'. To which Deſign we have ſhewed all the Precepts 
- of our. Sayiour,..the Promiſes and Fhreatoings (and I may -add; Do- 
*Arines too)-areſubſervient. * Aud'dn'the concrary> we may be as ſure, 
© that whatſoever is.apt to hinder the promoting of this Defign muſt 
© needs be unlawful under. the Goſpel ; as all that are not-blind, or do 
©not ſhpt their Eyes, may eaſily ſee this ſame pretended Chriſtian Liber - 
© ty moſt ſadly doth. | (4 | 

© And there is. nothing more appareat, than that Obedience to Au- 
* thority, in all things not forbidden by che Divine Laws, dorh mighti- 
© Iy_ tend to the promoting Peace, Loye, Humility, Self-denial, andthe 
© like Chriſtian Virtues ; But Diſobedience in ſuch matters doth as much 
* occahion the gratifying of thoſe Deviliſh Luſts, Pride, Uncharicable- 
© neſs, Contention, Wrath, Sedition, &c. ' . | | 

© Fourthly, Thoſe that pretend it to-beſuch a Violation of Chriſtian 
© Liberty, to be obliged by Mens Laws to things indifferent, if they 
* will be true to themſelves and na + Principles, maſt not only 
*.xcfuſe Obedience to;the Injunftions of ſuch things, bat to the: Pro- 
© hibitions alſo of ſuch chings ; as. they muſt nat dogſuch agiare: com- 
* manded to be done, ſo they muſt do ſuch as are commanded. to be 
* forborn; forir is as great an infringement of our Liberty to bave in- 
© different things forbidden us, as ts have them impos'd upon us : ? Tis 
* a no leſs igtrenchment upon ic, to be tied up from whap we may, an- 
* tecedently to the Magiſtrate's Authority, Go, as to be commanded what 
* we may omit. xs Hs 3 6 ot. Is 
iſſenters now Refu to-do, becauſe 
1 -F denby Authority, they would 
© be obliged; in order to the Maintenance of their Chriſtian Liberty, - 
* to be every whir as zealous for them as now they. are againſt them-: 
* Nor were they ſo honeſt as they ſhould have been, but falſe; to: this 
* their Principle, and ſhamefully berray'd their Liberty, in ſo rigntly 
© ſubmi't'ng, when time was, to the.-ſevere.prahibition-of the ſame 
© things, tho? it was Þy an yſurped Power too: . ... «ii: 


of « 


© What a ſtrange Liberty is this, -which, in. its 


10, its-vatural, conſequences - 
* tends to make People ſo Humourſome, Croſs grain'd, and-Oppdſite to 
6 biong Surely .it can't be Chriſtian, but the moſt Unchriſtian 
Liberty. | | | | . 

— this Free-dealing ſhould offend any, I ſhould be' ſorey forit, but 
* muſt withal take Leave to tell the Offended, thatit is: an. Evidence of 
* excecding great Weakneſs, not ,toſay worſe, tobe: Angry. with thoſe 
* who endeavour in the Spirit of Meekneſs to convince us of our dan- 
* gerous Miſtakes. But ſuch is the Fate of Conſcientious oppoſing Popus 
* Far and Prevailing Errors, that it ſeldom meeteth wich: becter Succeſs 
* than kindling the Paſſions, and ſharpening the Tongues (and Pens ay 

1-1 0 


| 
| 
þ 
b 


more, When beſides what 1 have already urged, it is Gone with tais dil- 


(21) 
* ofchoſewho are-moſt obliged to be thankful for it. But Wiſaom is juſt; 
*/Fed of her Children, b-4te4d RT | B5 

... WhatAnſwer can be returned tothis Diſcourſe 1 cannot ſee 3 but if, 
notwithſtanding, all that can be ſaid, theſe Men will ſtill perfiſt in its 
as their modeſt «nd bumble Qpimon that the Biſhop, and all the'moſt 
learned Men of the Cariſtian World are miſtaken, and that, ler them 
ſay what they pleaſe, they do believe it to be really true, that nothing 
is to be done in theeWorkhip of God, bur what he himſelf hath expreſly 
Commanded ;. then. I mult. a;k, how z:&cy come ſo ſharply to accuſe V- 
of the: breach of it, with whom the ©r0/s and Swrpliice are nv parts of 
the Worſhip of God, when the charge falls as heavy, if not much more 
heavy upon themſelves , who, not only ſprinkle. in Baptiſm, and fit ar 
the Lords Supper without. any Command, but ſing "their Preachers 
Hymaosto the Praiſe and Glory of God ; and who worihip God in a con- 
ceived Prayer: of their own lovention, to the utter Exc]u:ion of that 
Prayer, which our Saviour in.expreſs words hath taught them her they 
Pray, to ſay, Luke 11. 2. where it is.delivered upon a quite different 


Qccalion from.that inthe other. Goſpel. St. H4arth:w indeed brings in _- 
qur Saviour delivering this RFF, as a Pattern to ſquare ours by ; bur / 174 
St. Luke as an expreſs Form of Words, which when we pray, we ere Mat. 6. 9, 


punCtually tomake uſe of. - But ſtrange. as it is ! theſe Men, who would 
be thought the molt ſanCtified Perſons of the place they liveis, will ra- 
ther-implicirely own -themſelves:ſo wicked as not to be fit to uſe this 
Prayer, than admit of ſuch an undeniable Argument as that is of the 
Lawtulneſs of a /ee Form.which 1 muſt confeſs, 1 wonder this ManlI am 
now dealing with, took. no'Notice of... But Lconclude from his filence 


herein, thar cheir real Opinion is, that thoſe Invectives which they ſo 


commonly uſe againſt Forms of Prayer in general, and ours in particu- 
Tary .are only fit to amuſe ignorant people with, and not well enough 
grounded co be openly defended, though they help to keep up a Party. 
Since there fore he durſt ſay nothing 2bout this, 1 paſs it by, and if there 
be any well-meaning people among you, that are diſatisfhed therein, 1 
refer you to thoſe two unanſwerable Treatiſes writ by Dr. Score in 
Vindication of publick Forms, and to Dr. Beverid7es Sermon upon that 
Subject, to convince you of the V/efulneſs and Excellency of our C:mmon 
Prayer, That which gave me Occaſion to mention this, was the inſtances 


I pitched upon to ſhew, that you not only uſed things in the Worſhip of 


God without the Command of God ; but that (ſwerving from the Exam- 
ple of the Jews, whole doing as the L57d commanded Moſes you fo much 
inſiſt upon) you omit that which Chriſt himſelf particularly preſcribed 
inthe Worſhip of God, How highly abſurd therefore is it for any one 
to object t94t ta another, of which he hi7r/elf is no leſs guilty 3 nay much 


advan- 
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advantage of Inequality ; that the” Inferior who owes.2 defference to 


Authority in things doubtful and indifere:t, feems ro obtrude upon the 
Superior that which-he would-not-bzve the Superiour to impoſe upon 
him- There is yet one thing more which 1 would gladly know of you 
who ſpeak ſo much of doing nothing about the Worſhip of God but 
what Chriſt hath commanded, and it is thiss What Law of Chriſt is 
there which enjoyns you co hold your Meetings j-/t then when the pab« 
lick Service of God eſtabliſhed by Law 1s performed?” This is neither 
the Law of Chriſt, nor the Practice of a great many of your Brethren 
in other places z nor can you allign any truer rezſon for it, thanthat yon 
are not content to enjoy your own way of Worſhipping God, but you 
muſt alſo undermine, and ſubvert ours ; which you are obliged to joyn 
in,though not under the Penalty of the Law, yet in point ot Conſcience 
and in Obedience to the preceptive part of ir. 

Upon the ſame Accounts likewiſe you areas guilty of W:8-worfhip as 
we are, granting It to be true that to 67mg any thing of our own Invention 
3r.e2 the ſervice of God be Wiil-worſhup, 

But this being a word that you often make uſe of, eſpecially in your 
Calumniating of us, I will venture :ogiveYos the Meaning of ir, that you 
may both underſtand it, and know how righily to apply it. This word 
isnot uſed above once in the whole Bible, and that by St. Pal, Col. 2. 
23. and therefore he muſt be his own Interpreter, and we muſt fetch 
the Meaning of the Expreſſion fromthe Matter wherewith it is connefted. 
If yoa lock a litcle back'in that Chapter, you will find the Apoltle for- 
bids worſhipping of Angels, wer fe 18, and then, he ſpeaks againſt ſuch 
ſaperſtitious people. as made it unlawful to Marry to cat ſome kind of 
Meacs, to touch or come near ſomethings, none of which God harh 
made ſinful, bur they were the meer Commandments of Men, ver/e 2 1, 
22, Now thoſe that were of this Humour: he immediately afrer, ver*.23. 
charges with 3/:/l-worfhip, So thar according to the Judgement of the 
Learned (which ! hope 1 may have the Liberty of quoring as well'as my 
Antagoniit,) A Wrl-worſhip is erected, when either the Worſhip Je 
to God is given to a Creature, or when any thing is ſo enjoyzned to be 
done, or not to be done, as if it were the Will and Commandment of 
God, when it is 2 meer Conftiturion of the Will of Man. 

Having now ſound out what Wiil-wo ſhip is, let vs impartially exae. 
mine who are molt gvilty of it, You or We. And becauſe I may be 
thought partial in this Enquiry, or however not duly qualified to make 
i:, let the learned Man (now a Reverend Father of our Church) thae 
aſliſted vs in finding out the Meaning of Wil-w:-ſhip, ſtate the Caſe bee 
twixt us; 3nd ler us on both ſides reſt farisfied in his Determination. He 
is ſpeaking to 2 Perſoi of the ſame Kidney with the Man ttiat has enga- 
ged me in allthis trouble, and thus diſcourſes him. T4 

<l am ſure you will not makevs guilty of tice firſt ſort of Will-worſhip, 
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« Chnrch hath declared to all the World. that none of thoſe things 
* boyzle at, are impoſed under the Notion of neceſſary, or religious 
©;jn themielves, or as commandea by Go1 ; bur are of aa Indifferent Na- 
«tare, and only uſed as decent and 'coinely in the Judgment of the pre- 
©ſent Governours, who can 3lter theſe things, and confſticute ſome- 


<thing elſe in their room, if they {.e it fit; which they could not pretend Preface to the 
co, did they think them neceſlaty. Bur then, as- our Chorch is nor <9 Frazer 


$ puilty of Will-worſhip in the Apoltles ſence ; ſo, on rhe other fide 1 
© know noi how to excuſe thoje from that very guilt, who oppeſe what 
js ordained among us as unlawfu!, and forbid us ro uſe thoie Rites and 
© Orders, becauſe (inful chings. For they wake that to be neceſſary 
© to be forborn and left undone, wich God iath not made fo, bur left 
* indifferent ; and ſo they: in effect, condemn thoſe as ſinners whoin 
* God acquits from all blame. As choſe in the Apoſtles Difcourſe, ſaid, 
& [ouch not, 1 aſte nor, Handle nor, ſo you" ſay, Knee! not, Pray not by a 
© Form, Wear not a Surplce, &c. Now ſince you think (as thoſe Men did) 
© to pleaſe God by not doing thoſe things which he hath no where for- 
hidden ; Ido not ſee but you commir the very fault which the Apoſtle 
© reproves, i, &- you make that neceſlary nor ro bedone, (if we will be 
© trae Worſhippers of God) which he hath not made neceſlary not ro be. 
b done, but lefc us at Liberty todo it if we pleaſe. By which means you 
© make a Religion of your own, and ſtudy to houour God by abſtaining 
© from theſe things, by which be never ſaid that he was diſhonoured. 


 ©O that all tender Conſciences would feriouſly conſider this; for they 


© would ſoon diſcern that yoour Miniſters by forbidding thoſe things now 
© indiſpute, lay greater Burthens upon the Conſciences of their Brethren, 
2nd clog them with more duties, than God hath laid up>n them. 
« Whereas we, who think thoſe things may be done, lay no other Bur- 
© then upon the Confcience than what God himſelf hath laid ; which is, 
© to obey our Governours in all things, wherein he himſelf hath not bid- 
© den us to do the contrary- 


ANSWER. 
1 ſhall only tonch of Additions in the Service Book,, there are added three 


' whole Verſes to the Fourtcenth Pſalm, ara one Yerſe to the Thirteenth 


Pſalm. 
REPLY. 


 Witbe granted, that there are thoſe Additions he ſpeaks of, yet it 
was not the Miſtake of the Common Prayer Book, but of the Tranflati- 
ons which the Common Prayer followed, v:z. the Sepruagint and Vul- 
gar. But 1 wonder how he came to be ſo. cautious as not to- call: theſe 


2 


1 John 2+ 4+ 
Rom. 4. 15, 
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Additions te Scripture, for that certainly-was his meaning. . The Addi- 
£i0ns to the. 14th P/alm are accounted for in one of the old Bibles, by , 
this Note; That of this 14th Pſalm, the 5rb, 6th, and 7th Verſes, which , 
are put ingo the Common Tranſlation, and may ſcem unto (ome to be left out 
in this, are not 3 the ſame Pſalm in the Hebrew Text, but are rather put 
in more fully to expreſs the manners of the wicked, ad are gather'd out of 
the gth, 140th, and 10th Pſalms, the 59th of the Prophet Iſaiah, and the 
3 6th Pſalm, and are alledged by St. Paul, and placed together in the 3d to 
che Romans. But the ſaying, that there is a Verſe ad«ed to the 14th 
Pſalm, is a notorious Falſhoodz there are only theſe words, / will pr azſe 
the Name of the Lord moſt Higheſt; which are in the ſeventh Pſalm; and 
the laſt Verſe, 
What then can this Man be thought ro mean ? Would he infinaate,, 
that theſe A1dirzors are Inventions of our own, or that they are inſer- , 
ted by the Church, upon ſome wicked ſelfiſh deſign? I hope it appears, 
that they were nor, nor we, . upon the ſcore thereof, obnoxious. to the, 
Penalty of Det. 4. 2, before quoted by bim. . But I would fain know, 
whether they are nat deeply- guilty of the Crime they. charge us with, 
who teach, That nothing is to be uſed. in the Worſhip of God, but. 
what is preſcribed by God himſelf; for if that be. not a Scripture, 


Truth, then what an Additionis this? Do not they who teach this for, 


a Scripture-Rule and Precept, impoſe upon Mens Conſciences as much 
as Papiſts, and like them -and the fhar:ſecs of old, teach the Traditi- 
ons of, Men for the Doctrines of God ? Nay, is not. this directly con-, 
trary to the Goſpel ir ſelf, which tells us, that Sz» #5 the Tranſgriſſtor of , 
a Law ; and that where there is no Law, there is no 1 ranſyreſſi.n ? And 
thus you all along ſee with how keen an edge thoſe Weapons turn upon 
you, which you make uſe of in fighting againſt us: | 


In anod, 1 may ſay of all the Ceremanizs in the Scrvice Book, as one of 
your own Church [aith of the Succeſſion of Couch Officers, ana 19 particular 
that of Bijhors * He tells us, That our Engliſh Bijrops received their Qrarrs 
ia the Communion of the Church of Rome; and ergo they had as good Or- 


4 7 : necds be as 6034 when they are *+ 
ders as any of 1h! Conrch of Rome;, they muſs, needs be as { / y 4 


the ſame + But "tis but a weak, Proof fur the Succefſion of their Biſhops, mien 
they muſs 79 to Rome for it. ; x 


REPLY: 


One would think it were high time for you-to have dore with this 
o'd Accuſatien of Popery, and tizat you ſhould have more Prudence, 
than £9 Zive us Occaiion co vpbraid. you, with your fawning ,upony and 


_ "ſneaking 


, 
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fneaking to it ia the late Reign, while the Biſhops and Clergy of our 
Church made ſuch a brave and vigorous Defence againſt it, even to the 
hazard of their ALL. If indeed it be true,- that our 4:ſbops recerved 
their Orders inthe Church of Rome, then his [ergo] is good, and the only 
good one he has made in this Paper, and the Argument is a good one , 
againſt the Papiſts, and no 'weat ve neither for the Succeſſion of Church» 
Officers againſt you, if you pretend to impugn it; which if you do, ic 
lies at [your door to 'prove- a failnrein their S«cceſſion, ſince our B:ſhops 
are_in poſſeſſion of their Authority- He ought to have quoted his 
Author, for a Reaſon before mention'd.. But; what if it be true, is 
therefore Epiſcopacy unlawful, or the Succeſſion of our Brjhops not good ? 
He may as well argue, that the Water is not good, or comes not from 
the'Fountain:head, becauſe the Conduit thro? which it is convey'd is 
faulty: *- But ſince this Man queſtions the Sacceſjion_of owr Biſhops, and 
upbraids us with having our Orders from the Gaurch of Rome, it -is but 
reaſonable ro demand, Whether your Preachers have any Orders at ail ? 
and if they have, W hence they: had them, and thro? what Channel they 
were conivey'd down to them z and whether you haye any Arguments 
to urge” for the Validicy of Their Orders, which-we cannot wich much 

more reafon make-ufe of to. prove the Goodneſs of Qurs ? But we may 

ſee how'far Envy and Malice will ſometimes make People overſhoot 

themſelves. This Man, rather than not ſend forth his Bolt at our 

Biſhops'and Clergy, will ſtrike at the whole Reformation, and call in 

Queltion the Validity of. the Orders of all the Reformed Churches : of 
Luther and Calvin himſelf, nay, even the Authority of their own» Ame 

baſſadors* + 2” 

As for our Ceremonies, tho? they be ſuperſtitiouſly abuſed by the Pa- 
piſts, yet that is no Argument againſt the preſent -uſe of them in the 
Church of England. who retains them not becauſe they are of Rome, 
but of an Ancienter date than that now corrupted Church ; and if they 
are thereſore anlawful; becauſe they are uſed by her, then every thing 
done 4n that Church is ſo, which, 1 ſuppoſe, you will not ſay. We 
only reformed from the Errors and Corruptions of that Church, and not 
from what was Apoſtolical, Primitive, and lnnocent, becauſe they uſed 
it. * And whatever Opinion theſe People would have others entertain 
of them, yet their admired Mr. Calvin.declares in expreſs words, that 
He would not have any Man think him ſo Auſtere, or bound up, as to forbid 
a Chriftian, without any Exception, to accommoaate himſelf to the Papilts 
in any Ceremony, or Obſervance ; for, ſays he further, it «s not my Purpoſe 
e& condemn any thing but what 1s clearly evil, and openly vicious: But for 
a full Anſwer to all you Object againſt us upon this ſcore, I refer you to 
the Caſe of Symbolizing with the Church of Rome, by Dr. Fowler, our 
preſent Biſhop, where he quotes thoſe very words of Mr, Calvin, 
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ANSWER. 


Sir, we defire not Separation, but Reformation; for, 1 hope, we have all of 
#1 ſo tender a regard for the everlaſting Salvation of our own Souls, that we 
(ball endeavonr to make choice of ſuch a Miniſter as may be able to divide 
the Word of Truth aright, and give ts every one their Portion in diie 
jeaſon, er 


REPLY. 


I have obſerved but very little Coherence in any part of this Paper, 
but I ſee none at all-in this Clauſe ; on the cOMmraly: the very deſign of 
chbuſi'g another Mimfter is a Proof beyond denial of your Deſire of Sepa- 
ratio, Your Reformation was the drift of my Paper, -and *cis Nonſenſe 
for you to-retort .it upon us, -till you pode re ſome -better Proofs, 
that there are really ſuch Faults in the Conſtitution of our. Church, as 
ought to be amended- . But if the Reformation you 'defire' be as to 
Matters which yow-either have proved, or can prove, to be really evi}, 
I .doubt not but the next Convocation thi fits. will readily gratitie you: 
Ceremonies you ſcruple, or however-Jeave the Uſe of them to every 


herein; nay, I verily think that they would take away ſame of 
ones liberty, as the Canons of 40 have done, Howing. towards the Ba#t.; 


_ if. you could ſecure them againſt the eyil Conſequences of unneceſi; 


ULCELLG. 
ry Alterations ; or give-them ſufficient Grounds to believe that the 
Diſſenters of this Kingdom would then. Vn:te: 5n-the Communion. of the 


Church z or that the major part of you, who are diſtinguiſh'd-from the; 


other Sets by the Name of Presbytersans, would thereupon:come over 


thereto; or indeed, that ſuch a Method of proceedingwould nog-drive: 


moreout of the-Church than it would bring in- :& ; 
Bur if the Refor mation you talk of be ſuch as would 47m, and mound 
at leaſt,. if not Vnchurch.us, or however lay us open to all manner of 
Confuſion it is unreaſo you ſhould be complied with, and-you do- 
thereby plainly ſhew -your Defires ro be-either after Aſcendeney over us, 
or Separation from us. Of which another Evidence 1s, that you uſe no- 
Endeavours to get your ſelves ſarjsfied ef the Lawfulneſs of joyning in- 
our Worſhip. You only read Books, and hear Perſons of ene fide. 
You are full of Prejudice againft us, and are glad of: any Pretence to- 
ſeparate from us- You cry out againſt rhe Common-prayer, but pray. 
let me ask you, and anſwer it to your Confciences, Have you ever ſe- 
rioully and impartially read and examin'd that Book? Haveiyouadeſire 
to hold Communion with us, if you-could perſwade your ſelves that 
you might lawfully do it. Have you propoſed your Scruples, to the 
Divines of our Church ? or, Haye you read what they have written 
in 


(4) 
in order to your ſatisfaftion ? If you have done all-theſe. things, them 
you have atted fairly. But then lect me ask again, Have you met with 
any of your own Teachers, that are able to give a ſufficient Anſwer to 
their Arguments ? They may poſlibly put you off with Noiſe and Cla- 
mour inſtead-of true Reaſon 7, but egrtginit-is> they haye none of them * 
yet anſwer'd thoſe excellent things that have been writ in the defence 
of our Church, If they:think their Cauſe ſo good, and'themielves able 
to defend:ir, let then try their Skill ar Mr. ZZooker*s Eccleſiaſtical Polity, 
and the ſeveral Treztiſes writ by. our Divines in the Reign of King 
Charles the:Second; not.above two of which were ever anſwer'd ; bur 
thoſe Anſwers were Replied to, without ever a-Rejoinder; ſome or all 


of which I would have thoſe among you, that have Time and Capaci- 


ties. for ir, to'peruſe, particularly thoſe that I have already had, or 
ſhall have; occaſion to mention or refer to, as alſo a Prrſwaſzve ro Com- 
munion with the Church of England, by the late Bilhopiof Chiciefter ; and 
The-C aſe; of indifferent Things, by the preſent Bithop of'thar Dioceſs ; 
Ehe Diſcourſes about Confilenes, and: a'Serupulons Conſcience, by the pre- 
ſone Archbiſhop of Tork; and'Dr- Calamy; wherein you will be infornm'd 
how: far-that Pretence- with-and will :not bear you oat. in' your Separa- 
c50n, Qur Church is freed: from the Impatation of Fopery'by Dr. Hooper, 
andall your Obje&ions againſt the Common: Prayer anſwer?d by Dr. Clag- 
gan and Dr.' Comber ;/ which latter has largely and devoutly Explain'd 
and-Paraphragd upon every part of it, Mr. Evans has in two parts 
ſtated: and reſolved-for you: the' Cafe of Kneeling at the Holy Sacrament. 
And ſeveral: moreDiſcourſes there- are, all writ-with that Candour and 
Calmnefs, which, if/you- bave leiſure, is ſufficientto invite you to' pe- 


ruſe and! conſider them. And indeed one yould wonder, that after ſo 


muny excellent Tratts-writ in vindication of our Church, there ſhould - 
be ſuck a: Perſon as a Diſſenter in E-gla,d. I have all or moſt of 


' theſe thipgs by» me, and the Uſe-of them is at the: ſervice' of any of 


youz.that'will deſire and accept of it 3 but you mult put in praQiſe the 

Advice'of Epifrtus, which is, to ſeek after Truth with the indifference 

of Fravellers, who matter not wherher- their way be to” the right or 

left, or- forward, 6 that, it lead them to their Journeys end. 
ANSWER. 


vo Sir; 4s ifor. your accuſcns us of Schiſm, the keeping it up in the Church 


of iGody andyenaing andidividing the- Body of Chriſt, and all for ſepar ating 


from) thojeiExrans the Church's guelty of , from- which we have a Command- 
mens tor ſeparate? our ſelves,” Come out | from amongſt them, ſasth rhe 
ford, ant touchmneot' the Unclean thing, and 1 will receive you; now 
whether 8+ be right to obey GOD or Manjjudge ye. Now, »f you Can 
make” appear: that it is Sthiſm to obey GOD ratizer than Man, and that 
E 2 " =o 
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its a rending; au dividins theBody of Chriſt, when we contend but for the 
pare Adminiſtration of his 'Ordinances: according to his: own Appointment . 
Now if you can proveithis, { will yield you the Cauſe, 


| Your. faying that /-accuſtd you' of Schiſm, the keeping 34 up in the 
Church of God, and" rending and dividing the Body of Chriſt, is falſe, I 
did not poſitively charge you therewith. I ſigniked to. you the Guilt 
and Danger of that Crime, that you might take care not to incurr' ei- 
ther, by /eparating upon Humor or Prejudice, without juſt Grounds and Kean 
ſons. .. 4a | reads 
And I was purpoſely thus cautions in expreſſing my ſelf, that I 
might not baffle my own Defign, by ſaying aay thing that might diſs 
oblige or exaſperate Perſons whom I had ſome Grounds - to ſuſpect 
were /clfwilPd, *and too inclinable to: be /o2n angry; but ſince you will 
force me to ſpeak out, Pl rell you my Mind.freely.; and becauſe this 
Man ſeems to exult in vindicating. you from*that Charge, and iays is 
wholly upon us, I-will endeavour to make; it: appear, ;that notwithſtagd- 
ing anything he has ſaid, you are Sco:ſmaticks [till, - 1 
T hat therefore which I- do ſay, and for which 1 have both good Rea- 
fon and good Authority, is this, that foraſmuchas you withdraw your 
Communion from that Church (that; þ mean' to which 'I inviced yay): 
with which you lawfully may, and with-whick therefore you ought to 
communicate, you cannot be excuſed from-the-Sin of ,Sch:/-r, at leaſt 
as tothe Matter and Outward Att of itz. becauſe, where-ever there.is an 
Actual Separation from a Church with which we ought, and with which ; 
we may lawfully communicate, there-is-an Actual Schiſm commenced, 
let the Pretence for the Separation be what it: will. How far you are 
' Chargable before God: with the formal Guilt of Schiſm, I know nat, 
I muſt leave that-ro your ConſciencesFand the Searcher of Hearts, who 
knows whether your Separation be-occaſion*d through the fault of your 
Wills, or the weakneſs of your Underſtandings; whether through paſs 
fon, or Humor, or Intereſt, or fromthe misfortune of your-Gircum- 
ſtances as to Education, or” any other. matter: I hope the beſt, and 
judge as charitably as 1 can, and that is as charitably as any Man 1i- 
ving, This was, and this is ſtill my real Opinion, and- there is-no- 
thing ſaid in your Paper to induce me. to alter it; for, unleſs the Er-.. 


rors you ſeparate from be ſuch as make Communion abſolutely. unlay 
ful, you can never produce-a Command to withdraw your Commanion 
from the National Chyrch, where the Divine Providence hath placed 
you, and eſpecially from that Church wherein.you were born and 
baptiz'd. That 2 Cor. 6.47, which you- pretend as a Commend, / will 


not ſtand you .in the leaſt jtead? till you have. proved our - Seryice bo 


moſt folemn parr .of Chriſtian Worſhip, and deliver'd to the Receiver 


-onr Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which was given ard Ved for him. may preſerve his 
* Body and Soul unto Evcrlaſting Life, and therefore requires the utmoſt 


'(29) ; 
'be Idolatrous, and we Unbelieyers, of whom you will find that the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, if you will. but look to v. 14, and. as the Margin di- 
rects you to Jfa. 52. 11, whence theſe words are cited, ' where the 
Prophet bids the whole Body of the Jews to fly out of Babylon 3 and 
"therefore it mult be ſoimeibing worſe. than grols Ignorance to apply it - 
'to ſuch a: Separation as you are in, 
1 doubt not but.the Errors (as you call them) mentioned in this 
'Paper, are thonght by you to be the greateſt of any in our Church, 
'and' yet even-theſe have been abundantly viudicated. from that Impu- 
tation ; and Chriſt's awn O-dinaiices are pure!y Lecmiriftred by us, ac- 
cording to.his own Inſtitution, without any ſuch Defect or Addition, 
as alters their Nature; and deſtroys their Vertue. And what purer 
Adminſtzations and Oriinances Men would have, than thoſe of our Sa- 
viour's own Inſtitation, without any corrupt and ſinful Mixtures to 
ſpoil their Vertue and Efficacy, | cannot tell; nor.durit this Man po- 
fitively ſay in his Paper,. that. Chriſt's. Ordinances are not thus purely 
Aadminiftred by vs, nocwithſtanding his fly and malicious fniinvuation to 
the contrary.. | Bnt'granting, that in the Adminiſtratin of Cirifts Or- 
ainances. there be tome particular Modes and Rites accompanying chem, 
which are not commanded in the .G:ſpel.z if they are ſuch as do not. 
deſtroy-the Efficacy, or alter the Nature of the 0radinarnct, they can- 
not be pretended unlawtul, or the Or4imarce ever the leſs purely Admi- 
niſtred,” becauſe the Vulawfuineſs of any thing depends upon irs being 
forbid4en, andthe Parity of- Divine Admimſtratio:s upon their 4-ree= 
ment with the Inſtitution- _ 
>» Thus the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is adminiſtred exattly ac- 
cording to'the Inſticution-of aur Bleiicd Saviour, and becauſe it is the 


with a moſt devout and affectionate Praycr, that the Body and Blood of 


Devotion and Reverence of both Soul and Body ; it is order'd to be 
received kneeling, Thus allo is Baptiſm pu! 21, Adminiſtred, and after 
the Perſon'is baptized, and ſolemnly received inco Chriſt's Church, he 
is ſigned with the Sign of the Croſs, rok 1 har lereafter be ſhall not be 
aſhamed to confeſs the Faith of Curiſt crucified, vur manfully to fight under 
bis Banner againſt Sin, the World, ani the Devil, and continue Chriſts 
faithful Soldrer and Servant unt? his Life's end. And at the Bapciſm of 
Infants, Perſons are deputed by the Parents, exp/rcitly in the Infant”s 
Namejto make that Vow and Stipulation which thoſe who allow of their 
Baptiſm muſt however ſuppoſe to be tacitly and implicitly made by 
them ;*and alfo ro give Collateral Security to rhe Church for the Re- 
ligions Education of the Infant z the deſign of whicii [oftiturion was, to 


provide agaiaft the Remiſnels or Mortality of the Parents, whoſe Obli- 
& gation 


. 


C 3a ) | 
ion to breed op their Children in the Fear of God is never the leſs; 
ut is, on the contrary, thought to be already fo great, by the Laws 
of Nature and Religion, that they themſelves cannot be more {trictly 
bound. It js indeed to be lamented, that the Regard to this Appoint- 
ment is not anſwerable to the Piety and Excellency of its deſign, bur it 
ought co be conſider'd, that that'is the fault of the Men, and nox of the 
Conſticution, and that thoſe who object againſt it upon this ſcore may 
themſelves help to- remedy it. Now if, when Chriſt's Ordinances are 
thus purily Adminſtred, it be not a rending and arvidirg the Body of Clrift, 
ſo highly to contend for ſuch Modes of Adminiftration, Which are nat 
more Scriptural, but only more agreeable to their own Fancies, as to ſe- 
parate from, and break the Peace of Chriſt's Church; if, T fay, this be 
not 4 rending the Body of Chriſt, | know not by what Name ta call i | 
I believe my Opponent will be bard put toit to. give it a more 
one, OO 8 
But allowing that thoſe you inſiſt n50 | 
mental ones ? Are they deſtry&iveof tric Chr 
Did I not know the Power of Paſſion and Prej rt be_conhdent 
youwill ſay they are-not; but, however, poſitively aſſert they re not;and 
dehe all the Dillentersin England to proye that they are, If they are nat. 


Pa 
f X F-3 ? 
© i 2. 
s FL EE $9. 
32& by - _ 
£ E, - 
# 
. £4 


=o / 


* 


4: , Py: "0 Y Tx by of 
ch as forces 


b] 


4 


__ 2 : 
Le #IS FPS 14.4 - 
re 7D 
ny brher,, come 
TY - þ* 


Mr. C alvin aſſigns two Marks of the 2i/ible-Chidrihs, cl 
of God try preaczied, and Sacraments admmniſtred according to - 
Inſtieuim, and ſaith, That althi* there be many Faults and Corr 


rot Juſtifiable , nay, altho? ſome of thoſe Fatlrs be about Freadling. 
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and Adminiſtrations of Sacraments ;, for ſaith he, all Truths are not of equal 
Adoment ; but as long as the Dottrine according to Goalneſs, and the trae 
Uſe of the Sacraments 1s kept up 5 Men ought not to ſeparate upon lefſer Diffes 
rences z but they ought to ſeck the amending what 15 amiſs, continmng in the 
ks Communion of the Church, and wit.:out dijiurbing the Peace and O-der of it, 
L "I had not, I own, the Opportunity of conſulting every one of theſe 
Authors; but I have given you their ſence and very words upon the 
unqueſtionable Authority of thoſe two Reverend Biſhops of our Church, 
the preſent Biſhop of Worceſter, and the Biſhop of Chichejter. the 
former whereof, in his Varea/on4vlencſs of Separation, hath with great 
Evidence proved, that all the Old Non-conformiſts did think them- 
ſelves bound in Conſcience to communicate with the Church of England, 

* anddid look upon Separation ſrom.it to be a fin, notwithttanding the 

Corruptions they ſuppoſed to be in it. And the latter, in his Caſe of 
Lay-Communion, produces the concurrent Teſtimony of the moſt emi- 

nent Non-conformiſts, that there is nothing required in the Parochial 

/ Communion of the Church of Erglara, that can be a ſufficient reaſon for 
Separation from it ;- and though he has colleCted the ſence of a great maz 
ny," yet you may believe him, when he tells you, that for Oze Hunared, 
hecould'eaſrly have produced 7 wo, if the Canſe were to go by the Poll. 
Theſe Reverend Authors do not. put their Readers off with only telling 
*em, that the Learned obſerve, and ſome Authors ſay ſo and ſo; bar ' 
quote Book and Page, and which therefore, 'if you have a Mind to 

' be furtber ſatisfied, - you your Selves may conſult. Thoſe Non-confor- 
ming, Miniſters might probably be under ſach Prior Engagements, or 
diflike.fometbiags ſo far, that they coutd not ſatisfe themſelves in ma- 
king the Declarations and Subſcrpitions whichare required of Miniſters, 
in-order to-preſerye the Peace'of the Church, and the unity of Chriſtians, 

| which does fo much depend upon that of its Officers and Teachers. Bug 
1 there being no Declarations or Subſcriptions required of the People, nor 
any Ang more, -than to attend-pog;. and joyn in the Worſhip practi- 
d and alloved in the Church, they, according to the Dotftrine of thoſe 

Gentlemen,” ought not to ſeparate. To which I ſhall not need to add 
any more, thay that remaxkable Annotation of the Reverend Mr. Pool, 
wponh Litke 2. 41. One thing, ſays He there 15 obſervable + The Pnarifees 
and Scribes 414 Prieſts hed-4n.thoſe days much corrupted the Worſhip vf God 
by their Traditions, yet they retained the Subſtance of Gods Inſtitmions : We - 

1d both our Saviour and bis Diſciples, and other people of God not whilly for: 
| ſaking the Fewiſh Church becauſe of its Corruptions : Yet we cannot think tvey 
I: - joyned withithem in any thin of their Will-worſhip; from whence we my learn 
©" @ tenderneſs arto a total Separation from a © burch, and the Lawfulneſs of 
7 _ attending eyine Miniftr atrous, thouzh attend:d with UVjages which we ap- 
prove not, proviagg there ve no idularry wn the Service, 


And: 


We]; > "<3 33 * 
rath  ofitis, if Separation be juſtifiable, upan- the Score of 
| net r real or fancied) Rr erwhich may 5 
ma in? Faſ malt not. be held_with any part of Chriſt's Church 
urs #:for ſhe is certainly as free from Error as any Church in 
is 4 weld, and the living in. her Communion, like Members of 
'& ation; as ſafe a way to Salvation as any I know in the 
@ I 3 firmly believe what I fay in this matter, that I chal- 
[ [he | dverſaries to Compare ours> and other Churches with the* 
£6 « F, Fond the Primitive Church ; and if they cannot produce 
Dne tha 575 eer- from Error in Doftrine and Worſhip, than ſhe is, or 
es ne he Primitive Paccern ; ngy, if among# all Comperiti- 
ts and conmending Sets among us,there is not oneto be found, that de- 
 Jivers che Fruths of the Goſpel with greater purity and ſincerity : That 
Wn NL (teach)! Relipion more holy and uſeful ; thar lays greater ſtrefs up- 
Si 05S -;on's 'pare Mind, and a-blameleſs and ondefiled Life ; that doth ive. 
more wr Arguments for Vertue,or more powerful Diſſwaſives fda 
Vice ; That hope you will have better thoughts borh of her, and my Fi 
on. gf you into her Communion ; and be convinced that you have 
of Lg rounds ro continue in your Separation, upon Pretences * x1 
Xin her, or greater Purity ondary - 


the Optonof of the moſt eminent of the old Mi rbrncs. | ; op 
ves to the Opinion and Prattice of the moſt candid and 
101k ho! ler Foakde thoſe now alive, who do not wholly ſeparate them - 
1 fl From our Communion; and if your own Teaches will be true to * 
ix real Sentiments, | dare be confident, they will not ſay ſo ; nay, 
= you do herein condemn your own Praftice of occaſionally joyning with * 
'* usnow3 and unleſs you will declare, you were then miſtaken in your 
© 5 £2 you make your ſelves guilty of baſe Hypocriſie in conſtant- 
_ 1y pyning with as, when the Penalties of the.Law were inflit&Q' upon - 
>. - tholethacrefuſed It. If you ſay char Communion with vs is not ſinful, 
% and thar therefore you may occaſionally joyn with us ; then let the Aſ- 
ye ſembly of Divines draw the Conſequence ; who ſay, that ro ſeparate from 
_ -Miſeb. = Sep, thoſe Churches ordinarily and viſibiv, with whom I you may joyn 
= without fin, feemeth to ve a moſt unjuſt Separation. 

{© 2,» Fhat which you quote for 0n”, I have ſhewed to be » Command for 
; you to Jeave our Gharch 3. nor can you make 1t any way applicablethere- 
£0, till you have proved that chere is ſomething taught or practiſed -in 
ovr-Ckurch, which is as bz4 as the unclean thing, there ſpoken of. Bt 
IVY did1, or ever any Man elſe ſay that it was Schif1 m to obey God rather than 
5, 248 Do Adan: * And therefore-what need he put me to prove it ? But that is not 
©" IRS your Caſe, my Brethren, you canſeleſsly and willfully ſeparate from. 
WES © 8 a ſound part of Chriſt? s Church, and if that is not Schiſnn, [will yield: 
IETESN E724 | up 


any Church by 
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|  havebrought as good Arguments, in defence of your dividing from Ex4 
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upthe cauſe for ever-, But let us more pertsealariyen 
of Schi/m, and ke whether, even FE EY > nd; 
R;: : 


Th krow Schi 7, proper ter a wy L 5m ps 


4 Deviſion-in ti ; Churc briſt, conſiſting jay 
ſo thas they are truly Schiſmaticks_rhat are” 
munion 0; the true Church, viz, that d6 not own Eocy Fez 


-- * 


rue Charch,, or if 'they own hem,” do-not live-in the Exertiſca mY Vn, %he, > SY, 9 ow 
are” t Perſons that are guilty of Sehiſm, Now how dceply p1 Vf T2 fe 8.1 
Mare who charge. us with it, I ſhall leave all boneſt Mon "mg age "IG: þ goon IS 
you you  Camnit prove that we 0101 atiy-thing 4n point of Do&rin "2 he: Bp 
our | Church” that 55 Not according to the word of God, how, nd [E; _ Ng is 
the 7 So accuſe. »s-of 'Schiſm? If you have any thing. to "= es fin I EET 
in point of Dotring or Diſcipline let ut bave it, and \Tdoubt not but "Te "7 at Ib) St 
be he #0 os 5 our Fon of ae your falſe Accuſations. hg WY. SEE, 
n-be.) Lows not viell 'what-to make of ; he gives mo >the; 5 
tion of the word- it is true, but when he comes to Wenn MADE. nc,” 
« Drucfion in the Churchof Chriſt conſiſting res 7- Ov: 4 
ither as if the V-3ry of che Charch chnfited only inaw le 7” ol 


"matt ww Faith, 'or that Schi/+ were a Separation” from x 
21 math of Faith; Bat beſides  Unity-in matters of Fails) 
is ao Unity and*Communion; of Saints in Worſhip ; and wherh 
newt or ho FFhe ; > ſeparates from the true Church in Matters f#. 
be, 'Heretick more properly than a Schiſmatick ; for a Man 8 ni 
*Schilmaric k, "and yer. Fe Tobi as to the main Articles of Faith;-*2# 
5. drvia Afr FO Le Hal Communion of the true Church, beis a Sch j"H 
fits or toexplaimit i in other words, if be dots nortiown all che-Or dintinees © : 
: f--£9e. true Church, or uf he: does'own them, does not , however, live in the Rt ITS, 
extreſe em hs #1 the exttimal Comimnnion of the true Church, tht IG 
penfan ſt guilty of Sebifen OG 
Now: leave all men that have: ſence; as- well as honeſty, to Jadge;. See 
__whether'you-or.we are divided from the External Communion of the: ol 
ve Churgh;"and conſequently which/are Schiſmaticks- We, own i 
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»OrdiMances of the true Church, and" live in the Exerciſe of theh 
e 21 in Commutiion with all the ſoutid parts of Chriſt's Church-all- "4 
e world-over. | Fhey own our Churctt as their Siſter, and give ber - "x 
right hand of Fellowſhip, and highly condemn you for your ſepara-' _ 2 BITES 
om! :' The Churchof Rom ouly accuſes us'of Schiſm, and the Charge" OTE 
would be good againſt ours with reſpeCt ro her, if we-had no better rea«: * oþ 
ſons for ſeparating from®ber,. than the 'Diſſenters in England give for - + 
their Separatiofffrom Us Our Separation from the Church of Rome: - SJ 
has been ſufficiently cleared/from the'Charge of Schiſm, and when: you * - ER 


ternal Communion with. #3, we: ſhall then pronoance- you not gullty of - 
F its 


( 34 ) 


it YER But, till then, till you prove that ours is'n6t the 'Nationsl 
Eſtabliihs Church, with which you lie under an Obligation to Commu- 
nicate; thar this eſtabliſhed Church is not a ſound part of the Church 
of Chriſt, and that ſhe impoſes ſinful Terms of Communion till l ſay, 
you have done all this 3 I ſhall continue my Accuſationof Schi w, as long 
as you continue in your Separation; and put'as good a Face upon it, as 
the Godly Learned of old did; who ſay, * That every unjuſt and raſh 


Friendly Pb. © Separation from a true Church (1. e. when there is no juit, or at leaſt 
pact 1, P 166, © - NO ſufficient cauſe of the Separation) is a Schiſms and that there is 


a Negative and a Poſitive Schiſm, The former. is,-when Men..d 
5 peaceably and quietly draw from Communion with a Chi ch, 'not m 
* king head againſt that Church, from which the} are departed : Th 
© other is, when Perſons ſo withdrawing do worn,” and wi 
© themſelves into a diſtint-oppoſite Body,” feecing 1 
-" z which Camero calls a Schiſm by-way of Eminence) 
- s, there are four Cauſesthat makes a Sepwraion; 
«ce 5 4, Firſt, when they that ſeparate are 87 rie 
* cſecuted : Secondly, when the © 


© Heretical : Thirdly, when it it idolatrous: 'Fonr [: oY when "tis the 


* Seat of Anti-Chriſt. And where.noneiof the 
*the Separation is inſufficients and Schiſm. No R 
© that none of theſe Fout Cauſes canibe juſtly charged; 
« gations, therefore you mulſt- diſpleaſe 
* {elves, 1f we blame you av guilty. of. - iftive 
Presbyterian Doctrine in hoſe Bleſted:Days'e | 
in divided Congregations rom them: And, it | 
tþ:n, Fam fure it is much-more fo mow, as. comi 


In what ſence you call.your. /eparate Mecrongs-@ © np (krom = 


bur if you think that they deſerve that. Namie more-than 
or Anabaptilts, or Independantss.» who alt - aſſume that 


ſelves, then I muſt tell you that I take Your Churcl#to be a'$ ain ; 


tical Church; for let your-Faith be as right asthat:of the 3 


your Diſcipline (if you. have:any) -as free from: faule, I8'porr would. 
have the world think-you-to bez yet if you are-divided from. the LY nal” 


Communion of the true Church, anche exerciſe of the Ordinaiices of FRI hs 


Cuxrch, i.e. if you doinot joyaMith the-true Churelyin Prayers, hear: , 


mg the Word, and recetving. the Sacraments, your own!'Pap : ma 
you Schiſmaticks.; and | maſt freely own, 1 do not ſeehow any Man catt 
be acquitted therefrom, who being a Member of a particular ſtab | 
Church, docs, upon any pretended Offence taken 
Modes and Ceremonies, (which are thouglit cotenient 
ſeparate himſelf from the pablick Worſhip, when the 
E Jeatials thereof are (0 unexceptionable as ours are, | , 
But foraſ:nuch as your Notions and Diſcourſes about the true Church; 
and about Schiſm,ſcemo be.ſo confuſed-agd extravagant : Before 1 _ 
S: 
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1 defire you will give- me Liberty to inſtruct you in the 
h -: aj AIG am Lat to believe. you do not 


ceptal £8 the: word: Church Cone 
1 fees rt aan apart for the publick 
1 qv ny New Teſta- 
i Men that underſtand 


ous this wa 


{ CUL,. VV TELEL SO, ang” 
hea-they talk. abor ey a Hy: wi ith Reference to Com- 
nerally. ſignufe” th :Chrſh tix 0. hurch, eirher as it is 
1rch> conſidered as ah | jk or Univerſal, RY 
;brifkians,. diff zon t the Face. of the whole 
allp: iciiiar Churches 
hal T make a DefeCion, or 
nd guilty 0 en; &pge- 
; dy, is eres 


ys d_by 'a-particular 
, þ SG ITEAR SAP : ws add” oe aG4Y ces xt ae > ſame Coun- | 
ry; prot "Ehriltiapity, formed:into'$Society unde Mefot Gover- 
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ko þ another po] pre 


«x ith, b wr hems mm. +16. 17; Se Ethis in h, 
he TEIS ken whereby they of, old yileat Far Unity w— 9-165. 
Dr TV et are lorh.s 0 [ptak anything that may offer:you!, yer we 
%4 You to ry, that he the Apoſtle cad _ _—_ ons of the Church 
of 
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of Corinth, (wherein Chriſtians did not ſeparate into diverſe formed Con- 
gregations of ſeveral Communions, in the Sacrament of the Lords Supper) 
Schiſm, 1 Cor. 1. 10. may” not your ſeceſſi ban from us, and profeſſing you 
Cann Joy» with us as Atembers, and dn NE Fo COL LOT of cad 
Communion, be more properly called Sch 

And 1 muſttell you further, that 
the Account of the Ad.of Tol hh cannot, n 
tend to exempt you- from the 1 ey of Confor ms 
the Penalties of . Nonconfajmity... Your Sepat n-is not-on 
more reaſonable, or more- juſt than: it was belore 3 "an [-tho 
were concerned in the. drawing up of thig-Paper: ſeein-to.be 'ſenſit 
of this, in that-they do-not urge the, lea of - Tot eratic 00+. by t.p ut cheir 
cauſe upon another Iſſa, viz. tle Merits of it. E ut h hoj ver, | 
ris has cleared thiscaſe, L Fi S. CAT, ( By i fg 7 #.Ct On FB Hue, 5 Faw ; th, F 47141, 
the Tealeration. +4 EST wy : tg? lj OO 

And now that 1 ma beeen wth ay G en r his Tas! 
I ſh, Sum this whole m; 
beei...officiently proved ro be 38-Trw Cx as- DJ. wa 
and it runs thus, Whoeyer / ſe a; & Chu 


Cate > R Fe 
1 hberefore y of” Schilin.” 
Orif ncyodwigh ME on 

your own Words, it ſta is, (22 
* Whoever are divided fromghe extefaalCo 

Schiſmaticks. te oP. rd 
But you are aivided fromahe external C 

| Thor ofank you are Schiſmaticks. | 
The « ea - firſt of. theſe Pt ions 
. The cſcond Po | LY "irc | 
ble that f Cha of England is « true Churcl 
that you ſeparatg, from,external. 
of Prayers and agran 


lbeſeech you-lay toHeartthe words of Mr;'Babh/ pre 
of the moſt learned and Judiciong;g on-conformiſts before the ew, r. 
Stiling ficet, ſtiles him in his" A/c ief.of Separation, where he-q FA - 
for them, ng of Separ ator, he calls ity 4 Renting buych, th 
Diſgtace o Wg3r, the Ldvanctmbnl of Pride, Schiſm a os are 2a 
rhe Offence of the Weak, the Grief of the Gadly "who be þ Ws 
Preroing ofthe Wie, ad Sony Rip oi pac} CO. 
niſm ; 9-4 nay, EVER ' perfecuting the Lord FTeſus 17 oft, wh | 5 
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cexof the truc Church 3 whe | 


in bis Ordinantes which they diſhorour ; aud in his Servants, whoſe vorfteps 


they Nlender, whoſe Graces they Deſpie, whoſe Office they T Tr ample upon with , 
D1i/aain, A 
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ANSWER. 

And 1 hope God will fo direct us 12 Chooſing our Miniſter that we ſhall 
make choice of ſuch a 017 as mill endeavour to keep with in the Bounds and Li- 
mits of the Laws of God and Man, and in particular the Att of Toleration, 
and one 1 hope that will give no Diſturbance in the Pariſh, nzleſs you wil! be 
diſturbed, 4s 1 fear. yow' ar? atid hav been for the Preaching of the Goſyel , 
you know ſach Men there. ge. in the Apoſtles days, theſe Men ſay evey do ex- 
ceedirgly. rrowblevour City, you brow wh9 they were that were accuſe, thoſe 
W.0 were: the Paithful 1b. RT of Fefuts Chriſt. 

os i IT ; p' L F, 


Tow eh in your © ol is bers 
x At thema) 'be a Man'of Prudence and 
16E-.LOAT FS 
- 3th * oe 


Eee 
Act off. LOleration, winch reſtrains him wholly to the 
| wr ax ec d, in the Exerciſe of his T-%nt of 
wlp nce I to” erin any*other Mintiterial 
or to Rail; and *Revile, or 
r, either i in his Sermons, or 
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i te > ASC: 2k ions 25 he will;not. to 5 erat that petfiivlar 
| | not Xs en C that he obſerves all tht Liws of Gad ana Mn, 
ainſt Altar, ( re rch againſt Church, and Heads a 
er Hai < 071. 711 of the true Church of Chriſt; and 
ce £ [twil),” if he ſets himſelf 
Church -6f which 1 am 2 lawful 
] ply epeuble oar City; and 


by Teaching Chiſto/Ms which"a#t" not lawful for us to'Reteive neither 
oe, being Members of the" eb of Enpland ; for if any /1ax t Cor. 11. 16, 
7 move tontentious, we have 10 ſuch "IN, fir che Churches of God: from 
as & we may (by the way) obſerve, that the Apoltle diſputing, con- 
108% an, Ecelejiaſtick Ceremony, \ wich the.Corinthian Church, ap- 
s tothe Cultom of the Churches of God, as ſufficienr-ro confure e= + 
| e molt contentions, without any expreſs. Determination of the 
dof Gag, in matters of that Nature. F know very well who they 
were that faid iheſe #2 do cxceedingly trouble our: City, and of whom they 
ſpake it, and upon wiat Principle they ſpake it; and I know that yoar 


Application of it ,0me is not Parallel i in any of theſe; 3 but 1 am ſure that 
Lhe 


| 
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(33) | 
the Expreſlion, as applied by me, is, as to the matter of Fatt, true ; and 
I know further that they were the Children of Edom, that cryed out up- 
ON Fernſalem, Down with jt, Down with it, even to the Gromnd. 
It is, I do own, a daring andproyoking piece of Impudence to have 
a Company of Urziab's nto whom it ap Trainer » not to-burn- Incenſe .. 
untothe Lord, but to the Prieſts thi dif © P Tron; th: re conſecrated—to 
burn Incenſe) compared: with the Holy 2 Fr of our Bleſſed 
who gave ſuch undeniable” Proof of the Diyinij x 
And a good Man cannot but betronbledat 
breaking in upon ſacred Rights, and inyad 
I do aſlure you, that having (@s Flione 
full in this particular, oo al giveno 
to lament our Dirifons, g 
what careI canito-ſeet and 
long to the Church and N f.chis-P;3 
held or encroacked ao - _ t this,as it182 
Incivility that I rags 4D x It A hotwithl anc 
on) dbring cha.chonn thatl Ba 4 thi 
apes enſfive of any other fy 
rr 28 oe 
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w.ned, þ Hes Ys 
hſtandi "n EP L I ay ſtill 
And notwit ing-this im ent, Cant it;- the 'brigy< 
ing in another Pablo” Joes oper 0 Deg s 407 "us 5 
and farther,"that ſach. Breaokiors are then, if not the ons ple Cauſes 
of them, thro? ghe juſt Judgment of Gad'upsn a ſinful People, whe bave 
not. lived: anſwerably to their holy Profeſſion, and that ExcellenrChurch: 
which God in wonderful Mercy, and by miraculous Providences, hath 
eſtaÞbl:ſhed and: preſerved among us: And 1 ſhall alwaies be of That 
Opiuton; till iis proved, that thoſe Men are Amv:fadors auth:rized. by 
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(39) 


God to preach the Goſpel in this Nation ; and that there are any #nlaw{ul 
Impoſitions, Superſtitions, and Traditions in our Church, which are a juſt 
cauſe for the People to forſake their own Paſtors, and give themſelves 
up to the guidance of thoſe Intruders, 

And this'is a ſufficient Reply to his complemental Concluſion with 
the falſe Accnſaricn of VOnlawful Impoſitions, Superſtitions, and Traitions ; 
clamorous Phraſes, which every ignorant Wretch can make uſe of when 
he has'a mind to reproach our Church- Methinks ir would have been 
but fair dealing to have made good this Charge, by ſhewing what Vn- 
lawful ebings weimpoſe, wherein we are /uperſtitious, and by rhat Tradi- 
tions we make theWord of "Gdd'ef none effeft : But he knows, that to cry 

oainſt any Man of © dif rent Opinion, isenoughto reiſe the whole 


+has' given "Tufficient Pr of of Unlawful Impoſitions in 
ate og A <5 ww 3 

nk 1 have proved he Þ s not, and ig referee to 

nharſoeyertis impoſed upon. us, meetly by the Churches Authority, I 

zl "on ly 1 utt tier ſay, Tharnane of the things impoſed areUnlawful 

themſelves; tha Ze: 718 the exercife of their Power 

gs e, that are 'of themlelyes indifferent, and 

15 to Cancet. and make Authority uſeleſs, 

things: of 'that. nature, fince things 

are commanded-by God himſelf, 
: My 0; a2 Wor We ©2S cy WA bi EY th if , 

; Orders, others are not under an Obliga- 

nugatory-and ridiculous; and; that 

never-any Chri/tsens in the World 
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nielves bound not lawkal thing, meerly becavſe it 
as commanded and impoſed 1 em 43 Which makes Obedience 
dObfſervance”of thoſe things a Pity in us, which before they were 
wamwith aparticiter and pwictugt Command, were no ways oblizatory. 
What'this Man means by Tradizzons t can hardly gnefs. As for 7r.c- 
ditz»ns about 1 Ff Doctrine, we bold none, -buc thoſe which are- 
deliver'd-to. us in the Writings of the Penmen of Holy Writ; and for 
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the proof of the Anthority of theſe Sacred Books, we look upon the 
written Tradition of the Church to be a goed Argument. If by irad- 
t10ns he means the Cuſtoms and Ceremmies of the Church, then they have: 
already. been. conſider'd as far.as he gave me occaſion to do it. And 1 
ſhall only add, thar do believe what the Church of England declares 
in the 34th Article of her Religion, Thar pw/ortvr, thro? bis p, iwate 
Judy ment, willingly and purpoſely dot'» apenly break the Tr ad:tions (i,.e, Cas 
ſtoms) and Ceremonies of the Cure, which be not repurnart to the Word 


| of God, and be Ordained and Approved by Common Aiutvority, ought to be 


rebuked openly, &C. | 
As to the Charge of Superſtition, it will inoſt certainly fall where that 
of W:i#-worſhip did ; and the ſame Inſtances prove your as guilty of the 
Cane 
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Presb. of Scot- 016 2s the other, What this Man's Nortien of Superſtition is I cannot tell, 


land. 
Enquiry into 


but (tro uſe the Words of a judicious Author in this caſe) * 1 look up- 
* on the Men of his Way to be the. moſt ſuperſtitious People upon 


the new Opi- © Earth ;-they declaim againſt things in their. own nature innocent and 


#101, &c. by 
A. M. D.D 
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« uſeful, as if they were forbidden by God. When we repreſent to our 


'** © ſelves the Deicy, as one that is pleaſed with the imaginary Norions 


« that we groundleſly entertain of things, this is_ the Superſtition that 
* poyſons the Soul and all its Faculties. When:ths. ſay, that ſuch a 
* rhing is forbidden by God, only port wef Wit our ſelves, this 
< jis-to teach for Do@rines the Corpeydey ; 

« Aftions that are indifferent iu their n 

© determination of our Syperiofs "cannot: ; 

< all Societies, both Co ching EY es miſt de-invoiyed- in 

© Guilt. When we ſay thin 1nlawful that are not-u \ 

© we prefer Human Iaft Fs c Wade EPL av RENE 5 rye" pt, h N Wi 

© over\alue things. barge nd theirzo 

© which God hath. pla KF 

* the End, and ſeparate te.thy cHIefaleCarga ms Fromnythy 

6 Subſerviency to the Lon 'S.0 NG OX d; wh en our. Fhoug 

« things are ſo. conf, nat. we-miſtake-their ſubor 

* another, and practiſe accor 

© darkneſs, and dare 
© rainted with Folly-z nd Superſti 

* ing tothe dictates & f ny eaſon, 

© dark Idea which wefoi N to out 
© colours. Superſtition is F 
| ceptable; "I Baſtard-k kind Of. 
© mity and ET? 2, if Wo 

© Fancies that are but of? ten 

* Practices of the Carby, 

© Goſpel, we 2: re ſuper] {tiriaus. im 4 
© own Decrees. azainſt t de Suffrage of 16.many A Arr e 

* Vanity in the highs fence. = s 

* Or, in ſhorter an: plainer't Yoo Sopertion) is, 'A needleſs 
© Fear in matters of Reh2ion, which makes a Man either not dare todo 

, * thole things which he hat x; liberty to do, or thing..he_ muſt. upon 
* p3in of Damnation do thoſe things which he may as well let alone, 

So that, if either all, or any part of this be a right Account of Sper: 
ftition, we are as free therefrom as from V-lawſul Impoſs:4ons. and Un- 
juſtifiable Traditions : 
thing be removed, but that /uperffirious Humcy and untrattable Temper 
which reigns fo power fully among your Party, in order to accompliſh 
that blefſed Union which all good Men Endeavour after, and Pray for. 

And now, my Brethren, upon a ſerious review of what I have writ- 

ten, Ido think that I have returned a full and more than 1" 

wer 


And it appears, that there isno neceſlicy that any- 
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(41) 
ſwer to that Paper which was drawn up in defence of the Canſe of Sepa- 
ration, and triumphed in (even to my Face) as Unanſwerable. I have. 
followed the Author of it ſtep by ſtep, and have not cmirted ro take no: 
tice of the moſt impertinent thing he has ſaid. The cloſe Atter dare 
which I have given to fo ſilly and trifling a Scribbler cannog be An- 
ſwerd for any other way, than by telling the rcal Truth, which is, that 
I thought my ſelf in Duty bound wirh Meekefs ro inſtruct theſe , in my 
own Pariſh, that Oppoſe themſelves, tho? with never ſo wezk Arguments ; 
that I cannot think it becomes vs, who have taken the M:iniftry therec f 
upon ys, to ſuffer ſo excellent a Church to be run down, ard its Con{l.i- 
tution publickly and privately vecry'd, and in the mean while 


| Nand till, as it we were either afraid to ſpeak, or elſe had nothing to 


fay in its defence ; that rho? the Prejudices of its Adyerlarties are, it is to 
be fear'd, teo ſtrong to be removed, it. is however proper to ſhew the 
Weakneſs of their Arguments, thereby to keep its own Members firm in 
its Communion, and to Arm them againlt the ſ#7g-r of Af n, and ennmirs 
craftineſs, whereby they l16 in wait ts deceive: And if I can but oStain this, 
by the pains I have herein taken, I ſhall have nocauſe to repent thereof, 

Theſe are the Principles upon which I have =Cted in this whole Af- 
fair, and therefore tho? you may deprive your ſelves of the Benefit 
thereof, by unkind Reſentments and uncharitable Cerfures of this Work, 
yet you cannot rob ime of the ſatisfaftion of having done what I took to 
be my Duty, nor ſpoil the Acceptableneſs of en honeſt ard well-mecnc 
Endeavour, with that God who neither ſecs nor judges as Man doth. 

Where Obſtinacy and Perverſeneſs put a Bar in the Way, and Mens 
Judgments are corrupted with Paſſion and Prejudice, there can be no 
Hopes of doing good. But they who, diveſting themſelves of al! theſe, 
are really defirous of it, may, 1 hope, receive ſome Sarisfattion from 
the Conſiderations I have offer*d, however ia the Books | have refer'd the 
Reader to. 

| beſeech you therefore to reduce your Judgments to an even poile, 
impartially weigh and conſider things, and for a conclation of all, ſuffer 
the Word of Exhortation from your own Reverend Mr. Baxter. 


©] adviſe you, that if there be Pariſh-Churches orderly fetled under Poor May's 
© the Magiſtrates Countenance, whoſe Teachers are found, and promote Family-book- 
* the Power of Godlineſs in Concord, tho? an able Miniſter ſhould ga- Þ: 316» 


© ther a ſeparated Church in tne ſame place, ont of that and other 
© neighbouring Pariſhes, and ſhould have ſtricter Communicants and Di 
© ſcipline, be not too ſorward ro joyn your ſelves to that Separated 
©Church, till you can prove; that the Hurt that wiil follow by Diſcord, 
© Offence, Diviſion, encouraging of Schiſm and Pride, is not like to be 
© preater than your Benefit can compenſate. Indeed, he ſays, where 
© Liberty is ſuch, as theſe Miſchiefs are nor like to follow, (as 21g 7.5 
© you ſee they av) take your Libercy, if your Benefit require it. But ever 
© he adds 14 the very next wordy, It this Separated Church be a {sQtions 

G Anti- 
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« Antichurch, ſet up contentiouſly againſt the Concordant Churches, tho?. |? 
©on pretence of greater Purity; and if their Meetings be imploy'd in *' 
*contention, and reviling others, and making them odious' that are nog 
© of their miad, and in killing the Love of Chr;/547s to eachother; and 
© in condemning other Churches as no Churches, or ſuch as may not law-= } 
« fully be communicated with; and in puffing up themſelves with Pride, -þ. 
« as if they were the only Churches of Chrift ; avoid.ſuch Separated Chars | 
' © ches, as the Enemies of Love and Peace. . | 
p..321. © Do not peevithly pick-Quarrels-with the Prayers. of the Chprch, nor 
 * come tothem with hamorſoine Prejudice; think not that yoo. muſt tay 
© away» or go out- of the Chutch, for every paſſage thar'is diſatderiy, 
© anmeet, yea, or unſound orvntrue;z. for the Words of Prayer are the - 
© Work of May. And while Men are fallible: imperfe&;and finful, their. * 
£ Prayers, and Praiſes, and Preaching will be Ike themſelves: And he” 
; ©ttiat is the higheſt Pretender and the peeviſheſt Quarreller hath h Owl. ; 
' © Failings.. Fo : | F-1 
P4274 * Diviſion-is wounding, and tends to death;- abhor it as you love the- | 
©Cherches Welfare, or your own. The Wiſdom from aboye is fir, 
© pure, and then peaceable ; never ſeparate what God conjoyneth. It is 
-- ©the earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh Wiſdom which cauſcth bitter Envyigg, and 
os, and Confuſion, and every Evil Work- Bleſſed are the Peace- 
MAKREYS. . ; 
This Adviceis ſo proper and applicable to your Ca/e and Circumftar- 
: ces, that I only-need to add the Words of St. Pau!, which I defire every 
+, -- -:$08].in.myPardh'to look upon with as much Regard, as if they had been 
, - A and particularly ſpoke to theta by the bleſſed Apoſtle him- 
- - Z % , 46 4 - 4” - 


Phil. 251, 2M there be therefore any Conſolation -in.Chriſt;” if any Comport'of | 
02 © "Dore, if any Felonſhip of the Spirit, if any Bewels of Mercy, | 
fall ye my Foy, that ye be like minded, hauing the ſame Love, 

being of one Accord, of one Mind. 
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Hebe 12: 1:4; * Follow Peace with all Men; and Holineſs, without which no Max 
* ©. ſhall ſee the Lord. 
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; Iam 
*-* Your Faithful. and AﬀeQionate 
7 56 Paſtar,' oe 4 


We: Fbrriſon. 
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